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PROGEEDINGS. 





For several years past the people of the States and Tert)- 
tories adjoining the Indian Territory have been agitating the 
opening of that Territory to settlement. In this movement the 
citizens of Kansas City, Missouri, have at all times taken a 
deep interest, which enlminated about the rst of January, 1888, 
in the sending of a delegation to Washington City, to present 
the matter to the House Committee on the Territories. 

On the return of this delegation, the Board of Trade and 
the Commercial Cluh of Kansas City took the mutter in 
hand, and decided to call a conference of prominent citizens 
from the States of Missouri, Kansas, Arkansas, Texas, and 
Colorado, and the Territories of New Mexico and Indian 
Territory, to consider what action should be taken to impress 
upon Congress and the President the importance of immediate 
action for the organization of the whole or a part of the Indian 
Territory as a Territory of the United States. Accordingly, a 
joint committee of the Kansas City Board of Trade and Com- 
mercial Club was appointed, which, a few days later, issued the 
following circular, which was distributed as indicated above, 
and addressed to mayors of cities and towns, presidents of 
Boards of Trade, and to prominent citizens known to be 
familiar with the subject and to have well digested views in 
regard to it: 

KANsas Cry, Mo., Jan. 27, 1888. 

Dear Str:—As you are aware, there has long existed a 
strong desire on the part of the people of the States adjacent to 
the Indian Territory for the opening of that country to settle- 
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ment and civilization on terms beneficial to the Indians, as well. 
as to others, and considerable but unavailing effort has been 
sade to that end. One law hus been passed by Congress 
authorizing negotiations for the extinguishment, by purchase, 
‘of the Indian title lo a large part of it, and other bills are now 
pending, with favorzble prospects, which seek so to complete 
this legislation that the country may be opened to settlement 
and be organized as soon as the Indian title shall haye been 
extinguished. It is represented that the situation is now such 
that an effort on the part of the people interested, properly 
respectful of the rights and interests of the Indians, will exert a 
potent and wholesome influence, and perhaps secure the ends 
sought. 

In view of these facts, the Board of Trade and the Com- 
mercial Club of Kansas City have appointed the undersigned 
a joint committee for the purpose of inviting a conference of 
persons who have taken interest in the subject to consider what 
steps shall be taken to secure an expression of public sentiment 
in tue country contiguous to the Territory. We therefore 
eespectfully and cordially invite vou to attend such « conference 
at the Bourd of Trade Hall, Kansas City, Feb. 8, 1888. The 
purpose of this conference is to consider measures to make tne 
influence of the people interested felt in the matter, by subse- 
quent general convention or otherwise. 

Other gentlemen hay been invited from Kansas, Colorado, 
Arkansas, Missouri, Texas, and Indian Territory, and should 
you find it impracticable to attend, we would be pleased if you 
would delegate some one in your stead or send us an expression 
of your views hy letter. 

Very Respectfully, 
H..M. Hotprn, W.H. Mitrer. 
Chairman. M. Munxrorp. 


T. B. BuULLENE. J. M. Naver. 

j. S. Curex. W.R. Nexson. 
Tueo. S. Case. J. M. Patterson. 
L. E. Irwin. C.S. WHEELER. 
J.B. Lawrence. Ryerson Rirciisz, 


H. J. Larsuaw. Sceretary. 
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In response to these invitations, a large number of gentle- 
men convened at Kansas City, on the day designated, while 
many others responded by letter. Those who registered at the 
office of the Secretary were furnished with suitable hudges, and 
were declared to be duly accepted delegates. Their names and 
places of residence are as follows: 


JEFFERSON CITY, MO, 


Gov..A. P. Morehouse. 


ST. LOUIS, MO. 
Mayor D. M. Francis, Chris. Ellery. 


ST. JOSEPH, MO. 
Waller Young. 


INDEPENDENCE, MO. 


J. J. Owens. 
S. R. Knox. 
A. J. Hall. 


Richard Gentry. 
Geo. D. Bickel. 
C.S. Lee. 
J. R. Brown. 
GG. Pratt. 
J. C. Shelton. 
James Gibson. 
J. McLiney. 
J. D. Seitz. 
Frank Mather. 
L. E. Mather. 
A. L. Carpenter. 
. Altmier. 

S. Scooley. 
C. Christopher. 
O. Smith. 


. T. Bass. 


QAAINB A> 


. C. Christie. 


.M. Kirkpatrick. 


. C. Chamberlain. 


John H. Taylor. 
John N. Southern. 
J. W. Mercer. 


KANSAS CITY. 


J. W. Murphy. 

D. E. Wood. 

J. M. Hynicka. 

S. P. Bunn. 
Thomas Culleran. 
Jobn Donoran. 

D. A. Woodworth. 
J. I. Reynolds. 
Thomas Southerland. 
John H. Murray. 
H. D. Ashley. 

I. A. Farmer. 

D. VanBuskirk. 

C. $. Dayton. 

S. C. Fancher. 
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R. Ritchie. 


Morrison Munford. 


J. M. Patterson. 
W. W. Fyatt. 
J. C. Duncan. 
Ed. L. Doughty. 
J. 8. Chick. 
Asher Williams. 
J. J- Jones. 

T. J. Maloney. 
S. M. Ford. 

A. J. Hanson. 
Ti 1. Brent, 

J. W. Reardon. 
M. J. Puyne. 

A. A. Whipple. 
Theodore S. Case. 
E. Stuckey. 

A. D. Johnson. 
, B. Nofsinger. 


H. K. Carson. 
Warren Watson. 
Rh. A. Belch. 

C. C. Johnson. 
Joseph Lear. 

Jj. W. Hallett. 
Benjamin F. Kile. 
A. A. Whiting. 
Sig. Mayer. 

A. A. Stone. 

W. A. Green. 
William T. Ford. 
C. E. Allenworth. 
P. Arden. 

A. Anderson. 

C. B. Kearnsy. 


J. W. Booth. 

W. W. Wood. 

E. C. Mills. 

J. T. Bradneaux. 
R. T. Hinde. 
John Wilkerson. 
Prank Jones. 

C. R. Jamison. 

F. M. Little. 

J. D. Miller. 

M. F. Dowd. 

W. R. Cunningham. 
A. J. Harnsberger. 
W. W. Cowen. 
J. M. Patterson. 
J. 8. Chick. 

J. O. Cutry. 

W. E. Croysdale. 
Jeremiah Darling. 
W.H. Brundlage. 
B. E. Jones. 

F. B. Weston. 

J. O. Sully. 

J. L. Nofsinger. 
J. D. Davidson. 
W. L. Grant. 
Geo. T. Lynn. 

F. Sishler. 

F. W. Schulte. 
E. S. Tucker. 

E. D. Fisher. 
John Conover. 

A. A. Pierson. 

H. L. McElroy. 
D. A. Armstrong. 
A. Chadwick. 

S. Masterson. 

C. TI. Minray. 

R. Gurdon Thomson. 
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William O. Glass. 


E. V. De Galeovia. 


J. C. Hansen. 
Walker Heipman. 
Frank J. Baird. 


II. H. Stone. 

W. A. Green. 
E. Brooks. 

G. W. Haseltine: 
Sol. Wagner. 


J. A. Mann. D.S. 8. Cimaron. 
D. Ellison. F. R. Linton. 
John W. Moore. C. M. Reis. 
Joseph J. Hcim. C. E. Allsworth. 
A.W. Morrison. V. E. Jones. 

II. J. Latshaw. A. Majors. 


PEIRCE CITY, Mo. 


John Wilson. 


SEDALIA, MO. 
A. E. Poteet. 


INIGGINS VILLE), MO: 
Richard A. Collins. 


LATIIROP, M0.., 
FA. J): Pawley. 


LAWRENCE, KAS. 


George Innis. T. J. Seaberg. 
George Leis. J. R. Brown. 
Frank L. Webster. Henry Harrison. 


S. W. Savers. J. T. Sternberg. 
jJ-%. Emery. 


LEAVENWORTH, KAS. 


Hon. S. F. Neelev. i. F. Smith. 
E, Jamison. P. G, Lowe. 
G. A. McNutt. William Booth. 
E.N. Dingley. John Kelley. 


Thomas A. Garrigues. 


KANSAS CITY, KAS. 
D. J. Grist, President Board of Trade. 
W. M. Iiilliker, A. J. Ford. 
J. S. Stockton. J. 5. Faber. 
E. 8. W. Drought. R. Gordon Thomas. 
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SOUTHERN KANSAS. 


Captain W. L. Couch. M. W. Reynolds. 
Samuel Crocker. J. W. Gulloway. 


J. P. Jennings. 


ARKANSAS CITY, KAS. 


A. A. Newman, Chairman. Amos Walton, Secretarye 
J. O. Campbell. F. M. Strong. 
T. McIntyre. F. J. Hess. 

F. W. Faller. W.M. Sleek. 
J. H. Sherburne. W.H. Nelson. 
O. Ingersoll. W. M. Jenkins. 
J. W. Hayes. R. B. Nathan. 
M. J. Niles.. M. J. Pollock. 
John Andrews. D. L. Wier. 

T. J. Mitts: J. Landis. 
Amos Stick. C. Schiffbauer. 


R. W. Seager. 


BAXTER SPRINGS, KAS. 


C. W. Daniels. L. M. Perkins. 
H. R. Crowell. T. J. McNaughton. 
R. J. Hyner. R. A. Love. 


JUNCTION CITY, KAS. 
James Ketner. 


WINFIELD, KAS. 
A.V. Alexander. 


DODGE CITY, KAS. 
T. F. Sturtevant. 


CALDWELL, KAS. 


J. W. Ross. George R. Snelling. 
George W. Riley. John Nyse. 

S. P. G. Lewis. A. M. Colsen. 

A. B. Overall. J. M. Thomas. 

M. IL. Bennet. Charles Liebler. 
P.O. Cannon. S. H. Hoover. 

M. M. Barnard. E. P. Wright. 
Judge McAtee. J. W. Nice. 


J. A. Blair. 
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PAOLA, KAS. 
W. T. Smith. 


WICHITA, KAS. 
€. R. Pope. J. M. Harvey. 


LAKE KEARNEY, KAS. 
JoWs Jones, 


SOUTH HAVEN, KAS. 
William P. Hunter. 


KIOWA, KAS, 


R. S. Flitt, M. D. 


GARDEN CITY, KAS. 


S. H. Snavely. A. J. Haurington. 

FT. SCOTT, KAS, 
B. P. McDonald. Judge J. N. Galloway. 
U.P. Pearsall. J. H. Rice. 


C. W. Goodlander. 


MINNEAPOLIS, KAS. 
Colonel] A. W. Gilbert. 
ANTHONY, KAS. 
O. S. Northrop. I. A. Love. 
I. A. Miller. Thomas Fanning. 
Sydney L. Smith. 


IOLA, KAS, 
W. C. Jones. W.M. Knapp. 


CONCORDIA, KAS. 
C. W. McDonald. 


PARSONS, KAS. 
C. H. Kendall. 


MERRIAM, KAS. 


D. G. Campbell. 


BIGELOW, KAS. 
E. M. Miller. 


BELOIT, KAS. 
H; B. Denson. 


COUNCII. GROVE, KAS. 
J. TI. Bradford. R. B. Scott. 
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LUCAS, KAS. 
H. Naylor. 


_ CHETOPA, KAS. 
John Breidenthal. 


GREAT BEND, KAS. 
M. Tullis. J. W. Tullis. 


WYANDOTTE, KAS. 
J. S. Stockton. 


LAKIN, KAS. 
J. W. Joucs. 


MCSOUTH, KAS. 
C. H. Sleeper. 


LITTLE ROCK, ARK. 
I. J. Rodman. 


FALLS CITY, 'NEB. 
W.. H. Keeling. 


DENTQN, TEX. 
P. P. Green. 


GAINESVILLE, TEX. 


W. J. Scott. 
CENTER POINT, IA: 
A. J. Brammer. J. L. Mount. 
C. C. Brammer. E. E. Brammer. 


G. W. Jones. 


SPRINGFIELD, OU. 
Benjamin H. Bart. 


SOUTH CHA RLESTON, O. 
J. C. Pringle. 


STOUGHTON, WIS. 
H. T. MecNeiul. 


INDIAN TERRITORY. 
Jno. R. Furlong. David King. 
J. W. Earlie. J.P. McNaughton. 
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CILIC AGO, ILL. 
John E. Wood. 


ESCANDIDO, COL. 
Frank Wood. 


MILWAUKEE, WIs. 
F. M. Nichols. 


‘TORONTO, ONT. 
‘Thomas A. Kearno. 


MT. CARKOLLI, ILL. 


‘D. M. Graham. 


DAKOTA TERRITORY. 


J. W. Condon. J« Fo: Canton. 
CARSON CITY, NEV. 

Wells Drury. C. C. Johnson. 

Joseph Lear. J. W. Hallett. 

Benjamin F. Kit. A. A. Whiting. 


Not more than a quarter of those in attendance upon the 
conference registered their names, and many delegates, duly 
accredited from the places which they represented, also failed 
to comply with this formality. The result is that this list is 


not so complete as it might otherwise he. 
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MORNING SESSION. 


The convention was called to order at 11:15 A. M., by 
Hon. Howard M. Holden, acting President of the Board of 


Trade and Chairman of the joint committee. 


IP. TOLDEN’S ADDRESS. 


Gentlemen :—It devolves upon me as Chairman of the 
joint committee of the Board of Trade and of the Commercial 
Club of Kansas City to cull this mecting to order, and in 
doing so it may be proper that I should remark briefly respecting: 
its object and the considerations and conditions pertaining 
thereto. 

The purpose of this conference, as you are well aware, is to 
give an onward impulse to the cause of the opening of a large 
part of the Indian Territory to settlement and civilization. 

From the day when the English cavalicrs landed at James- 
town and commenced the settlement of Virginia; from the day 
in that stormy December when the Pilgrims stepped on the: 
shores of New England; from the day when the French 
Huguenots, fleeing from religious persecution in the old. 
country, settled in South Carolina, the progress of civilization 
has been steadily and resistlessly westward, until now its 
dominion extends from the Atlantic to the Pacific, and from the 
Great Lakes to the Gulf, Go where you will, gentlemen, in this. 
yust domain, much of which was so lately in the possession of 
Savage animals and more sitvage men, and you will find the- 
murks and institutions of civilized life; everywhere you find 
the farm being tilled, the mine being worked, and the brain of 
man being applied to the resourees of nature, converting them 
to the uses of mankind; everywhere you find the railway and 
the telegraph, and thriving cities and towns; and it is almost 
literally true, in the eloquent language of another, “that there: 
is a church upon every hill-top, and a school house in every 
valley.” [ Applause. ] 

But to all this, gentlemen, there is one marked exception,, 
and that is what is known as the Indian Territory. It was set 
apart for Indian purposes more than fifty years ago, when it and 
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‘the vast adjacent country were denominated on the maps of the 
‘day as the Great American Desert, and thought to be unfit for 
settlement and cultivation, and when the most sanguine prophet 
-of American progress little dreamed that within this century the 
high tide of a populoas civilizatlon would beat upon its borders. 
At the time when it was so set apart more than half of this 
entire continent had hardly as yet been trodden by the foot of 
civilized man, and it mattered little then that so large an area 
should be fenced in by law to barbarism. 

But, gentlemen, the times have changed; the emigrant, 
with a spirit invincible, as if guided by some divine impulse, 
has pushed his way year by year westward, and still further 
westward, and his song has been: 


‘“‘ We cross the prairie, as of old 
Our fathers crossed the sea, 
To make the West, as they the East, 
The homestead of the free.” 
And he has converted all this vast area, except the Indian 
Territory, into populous States and Territories. So that to-day, 
while the Indian Territory is the sume unbroken wilderness as 
when Columbus discovered America, excepting such improve- 
ment as has been made in the eastern portion of it by the 
tribes there situated, it is surrounded on three sides by populous 
and prosperous American States, and on the other by an 
organized and growing Territory. 

Contrast the situation, gentlemen, in your minds for a 
moment, as you might see it as with 2 bird’s-eye view, if lifted 
to an elevation along the line between the Indian Territory and 
Kansas. With no natural barrier to divide, and only an 
imaginary line between, on one side you behold a majestic 
panorama of populous and thrifty towns and cities, and the 
perecful scenes of a well-developed and prosperous rural life; 
the fruitful orchard, the waving fields of grain, the herds of 
well-bred stock; happy and intelligent children wending their 
way to the frequent school houses, and here and there a church 
with its spire pointing to the stars, as if giving visible expres- 
‘sion to that glorious motto upon the seal of Kansas. 

The scene, gentlemen, is the ripe and consummate flower 
of modern Christian civilization, and nowhere upon this con- 
tinent, or any other, can be found a brighter or nobler exempli- 
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fication of that civilization than the State of Kansas presents. 
On the other side of the line, the country, which is just as rich 
in every natural resource, and just as inviting for the abode of 
man, stretches away almost illimitably, and for hundreds of 
miles, is a primeval waste. Now and then the silence is broken. 
by the, howl of a wild beast or the whoop of an equally wild. 
Indian. 

Gentlemen, unless some good reason exists why this vast 
and fruitful section should he perpetuated as the home of 
savages and the refuge of criminals—like « hollow square in the 
center of the country and in the midst of populous States—the 
interests of these States demand, as they have long demanded,, 
that this condition be brought to a speedy close. If no such 
reason exists, the people secking homes for whom no longer 
any other large unpeopled areas of tillable land exist; the: 
neighboring cities and towns in the interest of their trade and 
commerce; the surrounding States in the interest of law, 
morality, and good government, and the whole country which 
is benefited hy the improvement and development of its every 
part, have a right to demand it. 

Gentlemen, does such a reason exist? You will hear, as 
you doubtless have heard, the objections raised by men who: 
have acquired for a greater or lesser period of time valuable- 
rights in that Territory—men who are not Indians—and through 
their special agents and lawyers.they will disguise their opposi- 
tion to this measure in the name of some higher and broader 
and more popular motive and consideration. I think we have 
heard mutterings of this kind within the last two or three days, 
but surely, genUemen, such objections are not valid against the 
interest of the people in general. Twenty years ago it might 
have been urged that this Territory should have heen held in 
reserve for other tribes of wild Indians from other sections of 
the country, but, gentlemen, since the last raids through Kansas,. 
I think it has become the unwritten but irreversible law that no. 
further colonization of wild Indians shall be made in that 
Territory. [Loud applause. ] 

There therefore remain, gentlemen, only the interests of 
the Indians whe are there located, to consider. Some mistaken 
ideas may be urged iu their benefit, againstthis measure. I am sure, 
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gentlemen, that there is not a man in this hall—nor any fair- 
minded man anywhere—who would willingly see injustice done 
to any of these people. They should be protected in their 
persons and their property. The sympathy and generosity that 
should ever flow from the strong to the weak should flow 
in unstinted measure from the white people to these last 
remnants of the Indian race that still exist. But, gentlemen, 
who can claim that that portion of this Territory that is now 
sought to be opened, containing an area greater than the great 
State of Indiana, should or need be reserved for five or six 
thousand wild Indians to rove in? Perhaps one Indian to every 
six or eight square miles. Nor is it for the interest of these 
Indians that this condition of affairs should be perpetuated. 
Let them have allotted to them in severalty a reasonable amount 
of land, inalienable for a liberal period of time; then throw them 
upon their own resources, with some wise helps and protection 
from the Government for a limited time, and they may be 
expected to advance to a tolerable condition of life. But, 
gentlemen, whether this policy is to be pursued, or whether 
they are to be continued as wild Indians in a tribal state, there 
can be no reason why they should not be concentrated within a 
reasonable limit of country and the remainder of that Territory 
he opened to the uses of civilized man. 

Gentlemen, I trust that to this end your deliberations may 
be wisely directed, and that from this conference there may go 
forth such wise and conservative but effectual influence as shall 
greatly promote the objects of its existence. 


And now, gentlemen, I am directed by the joint committee, 
who have had in charge the calling of this conference, to 
present the name, as their selection, of Governor A. P. More- 
house, of Missouri, as Temporary Chairman of this conference. 
[Loud applause.] Also to designate the name of Major Fred 
N. Strong, of Kansas, as Temporary Seeretary,and Mr. R yerson 
Ritchie, of this city, as Assistant Secretary. 


GOVERNOR MORENMOUSE’S REMARKS. 


Gentlemen of the Convention :—I thank you for the honor 
of selecting me to preside over the deliberations of this distin- 
guished body of gentlemen. Gentlemen, I did not know until 
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last evening at 6 o’elock that I was to have this distinguished 
honor, and having two or three hours’ work to do for the State 
after that time, I am illy prepared to address you. 

As I understand it, the object of this meeting is to consider 
the proposition whether, in the light of this nineteenth century, 
it is right for a Territory, lying, as it were, in our door-yard, 
greater in area than the great State of Missouri, between the 
33d and 37th degrees of latitude, with a climate as healthful 
and salubrious as enjoyed by any people on this continent, with 
a virgin soil that needs but the touch of 2 skillful husbandman 
to bring forth in abundance all the cereals known to the tem- 
perate zone, capable of supporting and giving employment to 
5,000,000 honest, hard-working American citizens, who are 
working for homes and employment, shall be left in the rude 
and imperfect state it is in now, the home of refugees and ren- 
dezvous for crime and eriminals, or whether it shall be made 
perfect by the skillful hands of the workmen, properly adjusted, 
and placed eventually in the galaxy of States, a young but fair 
sister that will make some of the older girls hustle to maintain 
their position in the class. Without attempting to settle the 
mutter myself, I await the pleasure of the convention. 


Mr. W. H. Miller, of Kansas City, offered a resolution 
that committees of nine each be appointed on Credentials, Per- 
manent Organization, Order of Business, and Resolutions. 
Adopted. 

While the members of these committees were being selected, 
several gentlemen were called upon for speeches. The first of 
these was J. W. Earlie, Chief of the Ottawa tribe of Indians. 
He was presented to the Convention by the Chairman, and 
spoke as follows: 


CHIEF EARLIE’S REMARKS. 


Gentlemen :—Excuse me of my awkwardness and of my 
language. I never was accustomed to making speeches to big 
audiences of this kind, but I will try to speak my sentiments 
and my views upon this subject which has now been spoken of 
in wl your presence in regard to opening the Territory. I wish 
to say to you that I have always been in favor [loud applause ], 
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that the Territory might become open and established courts 
for the Indians, with a coat of arms’ and be better projected 
than the way the Indian Department has protected the Indi:us. 
It has always been my policy that it would be better that courts 
should be established in the Territory to govern and protect the 
tights of Indians. I have always had the desire, and believe 
you white people who are here are aiming at some view to 
some undertaking of opening up the Territory and to wipe out 
and abolish the Indian tribes. I have always been in favor that 
Some action should be taken so the Territory should be governed 
a8 you while people are governed and supported by the Govern- 
ment of the United States, by vote, as well as in paytng the 
taxes Lo the Government. Ihave always thought it would be 
‘the best poliey that you white men as a people should extend 
laws, that the tribal relations should be abolished, as well as the 
Indian Department. [ Applause.] We have suffered more or 
less, as we Indian tribes are governed by agents, as well as by 
the Indian Interior Department. Disputes, more or less, as you 
are aware, will arise. A party of people should not control the 
property in common. It would always be in dispute and like- 
wise to quarrel anct bring matters into courts. T think it would 
be best, the sooner the better, as a people, or as a nation, as well 
as the Government, to extend laws over the Territory to wipe 
out these tribal relations and these troubles, and extend the law 
‘over all the Indian tribes, and it would be less expense if there 
were laws and courts and an organized Territory, and make away 
with al these Indian agencies, aud would be one-third less 
expense than at the present time. 

Tam only speaking in behalf of my little tribe. We are 
allin favor that our little reservation be divided up, us we have 
made application to the Government, and the Government has 
sent ont an engincer a few weeks ago and had it surveyed, and 
now all that is lacking is for Congress to send out there «and 
divide the land np. It has been years hack that we have been 
wishing our little tribe would be divided up in severalty, and I 
shall adopt and approve of this meeting any fittle influence I 
could have. Iam willing to aid and assist all I can. [ Applause. ] 
Now I am on my way to Washington City to fix up little 
matters not concerning this meeting or in any way affecting any 


= 
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other tribes, but we have little differences between us and we 
want the Government to make a Mnal settlement. It is our 
object to straighten out and make a final settlement with the 
Government. 

Tam glad to meet you here. I had the invitation to come; 
it happened I was on my way to Washington and ready to. 
start, and now I shall be with you to-day. I expect to go on, 
und you can depend on my voice that IT mean for the whole 
Territory to be opened up, and that the whites should mix up 
with the Indians and the Indians should mix up with the white 
men, and I will rejoice over your efforts. 


Mr. George Innis, President of the Board of Trade af 


Lawrence, being called for, came forward and said: 


MR. INNIS’ REMARKS. 


Alr. Chairman and Gentlemen of the Convention :—I did. 
not comme to Kansas City, or rather to this convention, with the 
intention of addressing an intelligent audience like this. TI will 
say that I am in happy accord with the movement that has. 
culled us together. This matter of opening the Oklahoma 
Territory has been longer deferred than a great many of our 
Kansas people have liked. We want justice not only done to: 
the Indians, but we want justice done to our people who are in 
need of homes. The public domain, as you are too well aware, 
is getting narrowed down and linited. 

On reading or scanning over the reports from Washington 
this morning, Iam glad to see that this Territory, if opened up, 
will be opened up to only actual settlers. We in the city of 
Lawrence wish to say and do what little we can upon ‘this 
question, and we are with you heartily. I am not here repre- 
senting our Board of Trade especially, hut rather that institu- 
tion over which rules that grand old statesman, that grand 
historic man, whom I regret to say is net present with us to-day, 
and I appear before you rather as a poor proxy for Governor 
Charles Robinson, of Jlaskell Institute. I don’t wish to take 
up the time of the convention, but IT wish to read, in concluding 
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my remarks, what the Governor has said in a note to me 
appointing me to represent him. Te says: 

“Enclosed please find the invitation of the Commercial 
Club of Kansas City, which explains itself. As I cannot 
attend on the occasion, I ask you to take my place and speak 
for Haskell Institute, whose voice is to have every aere in the 
United. States put under law at the earliest possible moment. 

“Very truly yours, 
“C, Rosinson.”” 


T hope whatever is done here will be done in that 
spirit. We want injustice done to nobody, Indian or white 
man, and I think it is about time that our Representatives at 
Washington should look into this matter and do for us and for 
this western country what it seems to me the public require, and 
that is the opening up of this Oklahoma Territory to settlement. 


Mr. John Furlong, of Purcell, I. T., was the next speaker. 
‘He said: 
MR. PURLONG’S REMARKS. 


Gentlemen of the Convention :—I have traveled 500 miles 
to this convention. I have come from out the heart of the 
Indian Territory. I have come from the town of Pureell,on the 
borders of Oklahoma —on the borders of the promised land, I 
come here to represent a great multitude of people who are 
living in the Indian Territory in the capacity of renters, farmers, 
railroaders, herders, tradesmen, and who are there legally or 
with as much permission as can be obtained, and their unanimous 
desire was when I came before this convention to tell you here 
with one voice and demand that the Springer bill be adopted or 
passed by the national Congress. The feelings were so unani- 
mous that even the gentleman of Indian blood who stood before 
you a while ago reminded me that we have several Indians 
there who said to me, “Remember that we want you to tell the 
people of Kansas City that we, too, are in favor of opening 
Oklahoma for settlement.” I wish to say to vou, gentlemen of 
the convention, that the rising generation in the Indian Ter- 
ritory is not rightly represented. I have lived in the Indian 
Territory for three years; I have taught the Government school 
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there, and I know more or less about the feclings in the Indian 
Territory, Those who have had an opportinity of a good 
education, those who have tisted of the beauties and sweetness 
of civilization, they almost unanimously say, * We want you to 
plant the root of civilization in Oklahoma, and we hope it will 
hlossom like the rose.” 

There is one clement in the Indian Territory not so kind 
to us, and T will mention some few. The first is the man 
married to the Indian. These men say to the Indians, “ Now 
if you will allow white men to come in amongst you they will 
rob and cheat you, and it is hetter vou should keep them out.” 
Now their purpose in talking this way I know not, uniess they 
want all the spoils themselves. J wish to sav further that crime 
is increasing in the Indian Territory, that there are more crimes 
perpetrated to-day than ever before, and there are more men 
that escape justice than ever before, but it is no fault of our 
inarshals and officers of the law, but the criminals and their 
hiding-places are so numerous that it is impossible to catch 
them. I have had some experience with Indians who have been 
placed on Indian lands. It is these Indians who are placed on 
Indian lands who raise vegetables and sell te these Indians, and 
my experience is that the best plan that can be adopted is to 
place them upon land in severalty as soon as possible. 

My people have directed me to say that they want vou to 
send men to Washington from this convention, men of firmness 
and stability, men who will tell the representatives there that it 
is their duty, yea, thet they demand, and they must enact laws 
for the opening of Oklahoma to white settlement. My people 
also said that they were in favor of the Springer bill, notwith- 
standing that the bill requests or demands the consent of the 
Indians. ‘This is the thing that they do not like in the bill, but 
they say, “We will give the Indians every chance to come to 
terms under favorable circuinstances. Wewill hold out to them 
the palm of peace.” Jf they do not act fair and right and are 
not willing to do right, they told me to tell this convention that 
Oklahoma should be theirs under any circumstances. 
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Mr. C. W. Daniels, of Baxter Springs, arose in the audi- 
ence and suid: 
MR. DANIELS’ REMARKS. 


I arise to know whether this convention was called in the 
interest of the Oklahoma country exclusively. As I read the 
invitation, it was called in the interest of opening the whole 
Territory, from one end to the other; not for the support of 
Missouri, Arkansas, and Kansas, but for the interest of the 
whole Western people of the whole United States. We were 
not called here us 2 set of Oklahoma boomers, but as a class of 
civilizers, and we brought out Indians here to show you that 
the Indians themselves are in favor of this move. I have letters 
from people representing 20,000 people in the Cherokee nation 
who are now in favor of opening the whole Territory, and I say 
to you now, gentlemen, if this convention is in the interest of this 
Oklahoma business, we want to know it at once. Theappcal is 
from Arkansas, but if this thing is all in the interest of Okla- 
homa, we have not got so much interest in it, but [ believe the 
peuple of the United States are almost unanimous in their wish 
to have the entire Territory opened up te settlement. What 
is the use of commencing on a small sand-hill in the middle of 
the Indian Territory? Here is an Indian right here who has 
360 acres of land and has raised sixty bushels of corn to the 
acre who is in favor of opening the whole Territory. Let us 
fight for the whole business right through, and stop this Okla- 
homa business. Let 1s show that this is a work of civilization 
against barbarism. 


Mr. J. P. McNaughten, of the Peoria tribe, was. then 
introduced. He said: 


MR. MEONAUGIUVEN’S REMAL KS. 


Aly. Chairman and Gentlemen of this Convention :—I 
am here representing a few people who live in the heart of the 
Indian Territory; not pirticularly in the heart of the Territory, 
but adjoining Kansas and immediately south of Baxter Springs. 
T represent these people in this way: There are very few, if 
any, but are opposed in any way whatever to the country 
remaining in the shape it is. Some of them have come down to 
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Kansas City, and probably there are a great many people in this 
convention who are well acquainted with them. They are located 
there. . They have 51,000 acres of land south of Baxter Springs, 
and now they usk for severalty; they are in favor of the Springer 
bill. All they ask is for the lands to be opened up. 

This gentleman from the Oklahoma couutry, Mr. Furlongs 
referred to the “squaw men” of that country, and I might be 
classed among that number. 1] married asquaw. Mr. Furlong 
said the “squaw men” of that country were strictly opposed to 
opening the country. Gentlemen, il is just the reverse where I 
live. Iwill say and I can prove il up that the “squaw men” have 
made the country where I am located to-day, and they are the 
men who want the country opened up. You cai’t find a full- 
blood Indian on the reservation to-day, not onc, who does not 
want to be a citizen of the United States, and they don’t ask any- 
thing else. I, as a “squaw man,” ask for my rights and nothing 
more. [| want the protection of the United States. [was borna 
citizen of the United States, allhough f live inthe Territory; but 
I have always endeavored to get tothe States in time to vote. 
{ Laughter.] I never failed to get there, gentlemen, and I 
always bring everybody along with me that Dean. [Laugh- 
ter.] I have never had the pleasure of voting more than once 
at one election, but I did the best I could to get others to come. 
We want more men in there, men of ability and means; we are 
not in Favor of these little hoomers of a day. 

Now, gentlemen, any assistance that we can he, our tribe 
will assist in the opening of the Indian Territory in any honor- 
able way. We want some white people in there. We want 
men of meansand ability to do something. Weare not in favor 
of these little boomers of a day that come in there and stay a 
few days, aid then beat their way through. They will plant a 
crop of oats and trade it off to some Indian for a pony, and 
pull up and leave. Consequently that country is covered with 
dirt hovels instead of good houses. We want good houses and 
good farms. I don’t want to boast at all, but I have got one 
there that is a credit lo a great many I see in the great State of 
Kansas, although it is the Hower State of the Union. 
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‘Captain Couch, was the next speaker, He said: 


CAPTAIN CouUcil’s REMARKS: 


Mr, President and Gentlemen of the Convention :—It is 
somewhat embarrassing to me tobe called uponto address so Jaree 
and intelligent an audience as this, and } want to say now that 
T had hoped at the time I came here that I would not be called 
on or expected to say anything at all on this occasion. But 
believing that there is a misunderstanding as to the object of 
this convention hy some who are here, and believing that there 
ig a mistaken idea as to the motives of some persons who are 
here, perhaps it would be proper for me to make a few remarks. 

Tt appears that there are some here who are of the opinion 
that it is the intention of the Oklahoma boomers, or of some 
persons who are located in the southern part of the State of 
Kansas, to come here and manipulate matters in this convention 
to their personal interests alone; and I desire now, if it is within 
my power, to convinee the people here that such is not the ease. 
T am not here as the representative of the Oklahoma boomers 
alone. I was not sent here by the organization known as the 
Oklahoma Colony, but I was sent here as a delegate at large— 
one of a delegation of five that was elected at a convention. held 
at Arkansas City, on the 3d, from 2 convention representing 
forty or lifty of the leading towns of Southern JKanses, who 
united in sending delegates here to participate in this matter. 
Therefore, I say I do not represent alone the views of the 
Oklahoma boomers, but the people of the entire southern purt 
of the State, and the people of the eutire Southwestern States. 

Now, I see that our friend a while ugo has a mistaken idea 
as to what is contained in the Oklahoma bill now before Con- 
gress—il least 1 believe he has. The speakers before him had 
spoken of Okluhoma, of the opening of the Oklahoma country. 
He seems to think their view is that only that portion known 
as Oklahoma is to be opened. I want to say this with refer- 
enee to the position taken hy the Oklahoma Colony. That 
colony was organized in 1880. It was organized for the pur- 
pose of making settlements on what is known as Oklahoma 
—a portion of the nnoceupied lands situated in the center of the 
Indian Territory, originally belonging to the Creek and Semi- 
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nole Indians, but has always been unoccupied by the Indians. 
and has never heen set epart for Indian occupancy since the 
treatics of 1866 between the United States and the Creek and. 
Seminole Indians. 

Our organization, or the originators of it, were of the 
opinion that this land, being the property of the United States, 
having been bought and paid for by the United States, surveyed 
in seclious and quarter sections, and that the public land laws 
applied to all land belonging to the United States, they believed 
they had the right to settle there under the laud laws without 
any additional legislation. And on that theory we proceeded. 
and attempted at various times to effect a settlement. We did. 
make settlements at many times, but the past and the present 
administrations have held an opinion different from what we 
did with reference to this question. While there is no difference 
in opinion as to the ownership of the land, all agreeing that it 
belongs to the Government, the past as well as the present 
administration felt that they were not justified in permitting: 
settlement there until there is some additional legislation declar- 
ing ita part of the publie domain, and providing a way for the 
land entries. Our organization has been defeated in perfecting 
a settlement there, and for the past two years or more it has. 
been the object of that organization to secure the proper 
legislation for the opening of that country; and from that time 
to this I want to say that there has not been «an effort on the 
part of that colony, as a colony, to effect a settlement there— 
that is, forcible invasion, as you might say—but we directed our 
efforts in the way of securing legislation. 

The bill now pending before Congress is largely due to: 
the efforts of this organization. We have had representatives 
for the two past sessions of Cougress—both sessions of the 
Forty-ninth Congress—at Washington, who have done every- 
thing in their power to secure legislation substantially as the 
gentleman that spoke a while ago (Mr. Daniels) was iu favor 
of. The bill that we have prepared, and which was introduced! 
there, for the organization of the Territory known as the 
Territory of Oklahoma, included the entire Indian Territory 
within its boundaries, and the Publie Land Strip. We met with 
a great deal of opposition, sufficient to defeat the passage of 
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the bill during the Porty-ninth Congress. Experience taught 
our friends there that it would be wise, perhaps, to change the 
boundaries of the Territory, and the bill that was presented by 
our friends at this session of Congress for the organization of 
the Territory only included about 25,000,000 acres of land. 
[The speaker referred to a map in his hand.] What has. 
generally been known as Oklahoma is a tract of land situated in 
the center of the Indian Territory, containing a little less than 
2,000,000 acres, as is shown by the red portion in the center of 
this map. The bill now pending before Congress for the 
organization of the Territory of Oklahoma comprises all that 
portion of the Indian Territory lving west of that occupied by 
the five Civilized Tribes, beginning at the northeast corner of 
the Osage reservation, running south to the Chickasaw reserva- 
tion, thence west to the western boundary point, including all 
except that occupied by the Creeks, Choctaws, Chickasaws, 
Seminoles, and Cherokees. That is what the gentleman spoke 
of here, and all these gentlemen have spoken as heing in favor 
of it. Now, I am in favor, as that gentleman says, of opening 
the entire Territory. T have favored that all the time. Thit 
is what the Oklahoma boomers have been in favor of, but we: 
favor now the Springer hill, for the reason that we will meet 
with less opposition. The live Civilized Tribes cannot well 
object to the passage of that bill, they not being included within 
its boundaries. There are a great many of these men who. 
oppose this bill, believing that the right and title to the land 
occupied by these tribes should not be interfered with, that 
they should not be included. For that reason the bounduries. 
have heen changed so that it includes the land that I have 
stated. 

Now, I think I can say for the people of Southern Kiuisas 
and the Oklahoma boomers that we are in favor of the passage 
of that bill becanse we think it is the strongest bill that can 
possibly he presented. If we cian secure any legislation we can 
secure that, and, if that is successful, it is only a question of 
lime, in my opinion, until the entire Indian Territory will be 
opened. I hope before this convention adjourus that such 
action will be taken as will impress upon the minds of the mem- 
bers from this Western and Southwestern country that we are 
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terribly in earnest in reference to this matter. That we want 
speedy legislation—that which is broad and comprehensive— 
and we do not want to rob the Indians of any rights. We do 
not want to be put off with any side-show business like the 
annexation of the Public Land Strip to the State of Kansas some 
time in the future. I hope there will be an expression here 
to-day to the effect that we demand legislation, anyhow, that 
covers as much as that outlined inthe Springer bill. Thanking 
you, gentlemen, for your attention, T will give way. 


OUTSIDE OPINION. 


The Secretary then read several of the following letters,: 
FROM GOVERNOR MARTIN. 


State of Kansas Executive Department, 
Topeka, Kan., Jan. 3. 
IH. M. Holden, Esq. 

My Dear Sir:—I ackvowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 27th inst. inviting me to attend a conference on the 8th 
prox. to consider the question of opening the Indian Territory 
to settlement. 

Accept my thanks for your invitation, and my regrets that 
a previous engagement will prevent my attendance. I um 
heartily in sympathy with the purposes the committee you rep- 
resent haye in view. I believe that the Indians should be 
allotted lands in severalty, and that the remainder of the coun- 
try should be surveyed and thrown open to settlement. T trust 
that the meeting to be held at Kansas City on the 8th prox. 
may be able to present to the country substantial reasons for 
such action, and that it may exert a controlling influence in 
persuading Congress that this is the right and just thing to do, 
for tho benefit of the Indians, as well as for the benefit of the 
people of the country generally, and the States surrounding the 
Indian Territory especially. 

Yours very respectfully, 
Joux A. Martin. 


Lhe Opening of the {ndian Terrstory. ay 


FROM GOVERNOR ROSS. 
Austin, Texas, Feb. 3. 
To Howard M. Holden. 
Regret that [ shall probably not be able to attend. 
L. 5S. Ross, 
Governor of Texius. 


THE MAYOR OF LEAVENWORTH. 


Leavenworth, Kas,, Feb. 6. 
To H. M. Holden, Chairman. 

Dear Sir :—T am in full sympathy with the movement to 
open the Indian Territory for settlement,and will do my best to 
make it convenient to be with you on the 8th. 

Very respectfully, 
S. F. Neery, Mayor. 


LEAVENWORTII BOARD OF TRADE. 
Leavenworth, Kas., Feb. 6. 
Hon. H. M. Holden, Chairman, and Ryerson Ritchie, Secretary, 
and Others, Committee, Kansas City, Mo. 

Gentlemen :—Your letter of invitation addressed to our 
Board of Trade, inviting them to send a committee to mect a 
delegation from your Board of Trade and Commercial Clubs 
and from other cities in Kansas, Colorado, Arkansius, Missouri, 
Texas, and the Indian Territory, and consider the important ques- 
tion of the speedy opening of the Indian country to settlement, 
was duly received. Our people are in hearty accord in this 
noble movement. Below please tind the names of the com- 
mittee designated from our Board to attend said conference on 
the Sth inst., at the Board of Trade Ilall in your city: Mayor 
S. F. Necly, Hon. A. Caldwell, President Leavenworth Board 
of Trade, H. D. Bush, John Kelly, J. M. Graybill, Vice-P resi- 
dent First National Bank, Hon. P. G. Lowe, Frank T. Lynch, 
E. Jameson, George Ritchey, I. N. Dingley, and T. A. Garri- 
gues, Esq. Yours, etc., 

Hf. Mires Moore, 
Secretary Leavenworth Board of Trade. 
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MAYOR TAYLOR RIDDLE. 


Marion, Kan., Feb. 5. 
Ryerson Ritchie, Esg., Kansas City, Mo. 

Dear Sir:—Your circular letter of the 27th received this 
day. 1 will not be uble to attend your conference, but can say 
for our people and myself that we ure heartily in favor of open- 
ing ail portions of the Indian Territory not occupied by Indians 
or especially set apart for this purpose. 

It is a shame that such valuable agricultural and grazing 
land should lie so near us and yet be used only asa refuge for 
criminals. 

I think I voice the sentiments of seven-tenths of the peo- 
ple of this section when I say let the Indian Territory he 
opened up Sor settlement at the carliest possible day. It will 
be good for all and damage no one. 

Respectfully yours, 
Tayior Ripp.ez, Mayor. 


FROM GOVERNOR ADAMS. 


Denver, Col., Feb. 2. 
To Howard M. Holden, Kansas City. 
A sick family prevents my accepting your invitation for 
February 8. ALtva Apvams, 
Governor of Colorado. 


FROM HON. JACOB SPOTLER. 


Wellington, Kan., Feb. +. 
Hon. H. M. Holden. 

Sér:—I wish to return thanks to Kansas City Bozrd of 
Trade and Commercial Club for invitation te Oklahoma con- 
ference February 8, and to say that IT shall be present at the 
mecting, as Tam in full sympathy with its object, and will be 
pleased to do my small shure in promoting it. 

Very respectfully, 
Jacon STOTLER. 
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MAYOR OF NICKERSON. 
Nickerson, Kas., Feb. 7. 
Ryerson Ritchie, Sceretary. 

Dear Sir:—Your circular letter at hand, and although T 
cunnot be present at your conference, yet I am in full sympathy 
with the move te open up the Indian Territory. to settlement 
and trust that it will he accomplished at an early date. 

Most respectfully, 
S.R. Marsatc, Mayor. 


3 


MAYOR OF COLUMBUS. 


Columbus, Kas., Feb. 7. 
Mr. YL M. Holden, Chairman, Ete., Kansas City, Mo. 

Gentlemen :—Replying to your kind invitation to purtici- 
pate in a couference of persons friendly to the opening of 
Indian Territory, I have this to say: Owing to press of busi- 
ness at home, Iam unable to attend, but the movement has my 
hearty approval, and I stand ready to render you any assistance 
in my power, by using my influence with members of Congress 
and others to bring about the desired result. As a resident of 
‘one of the counties bordering on the Territory (Cherokee 
County, Kansas), I must say that the Territory is a nuisance to 
us. It affords an easy hiding-place for horse thieves and other 
violators of law, and so far as trade is concerned, we might as 
well have the famous Chinese wall erected on the south of us. 
You have permission to put my name on your list of workers 
for the movement and to call upon me for my aid and influence 
at any time. Respectfully yours, 

R. M. Carsturre, 
Mayor of the City of Columbus, Kas. 


MAYOR L. lt. YATES. 
Hiawatha, Kas., Feb. 1, 

H. M. Holden, Chairman Committee for the Extinguishment 

of the Indian Title to the Indian Territory, Kansas City, 

Missouri. 

Dear Sir :—Your favor of the 29th of January is before 
me, and I regret that prior engagements will prevent me from 
participating with vou on the 8th inst. 
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The matter contained in your letter has been presented to 
several of our citizens, and we feel a deep interest in the suecess 
of your enterprise, ind a far greater interest in extinguishing, 
by purchase of two portions of our own (Brown County, Kas.} 
county, the right of the Indians, so that the territory may be sct- 
tled and oceupied by whites. We hope in your arbitrations you 
will so frame your petition to Congress as to inelude the reser- 
vations now held in Eastern Kansas. We will cheerfully join 
you in a petition for the purposes named. 

Very respectfully, 
L. R. Yarrrs, Mayor. 


W. M. FISHBACK. 
Fort Smith, Ark., Feb 6. 
H. M. Holden and Others. 

Gentlemen :—In response to your request for an expression 
of my views of opening the Indian Territory, I will briefly say 
that thirty years’ residence here upon the border has convinced 
me that it is a sucred duty of the United States Government, as 
the guardian of the Indians, to protect them from their present 
farce of a government by extending to them both the rights 
ind duties of citizenship. The sooner the better. But all their 
rights to their Jands should he respected. 

Very truly, etc., 
WM. Frsupack. 


INDIAN ‘TERRITORY. 


Quapaw Agency, |. T., Jan. 27. 
Hon. Theo. Case, Kansas City, Mo. 

Dear Sir :—I see by the Kansas City papers of recent date 
that the Jeading business men of Kansas City are agitating the 
question of opening up the Indian Territory. This is a step in 
the right direction, and no city is or can be more interested than 
Kansas City. This Territory hus been too long the refuge of 
criminals, and it is best for the Indian that it be opened up, with 
duc regard for his rights. I ama member, as you are aware, 
of the Peoria tribe, and have long been working for severalty, 
believing that to be the only solution of the Indian question. I 
wrote a letter {wo years ago on this question; if of any use, use 
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it. I have lived all my life near and with these Indians, and 
know whereof I speak. Success and prosperity to Kansas City, 
the marvel of the West and the future greatest inland city on 
the continent. Your friend, 
Wayranp C. Lykins, 
Baxter Springs, Kan. 


THE GARDEN CITY “SENTINET..” 


Garden City, Kan., Jan. 31. 
Hi. M. Holden, Chairman, Kansas City, Mo. 

Dear Str :—It is hardly probable that I can be present at 
the conference appointed for the Sth prox,, at Kansas City, con- 
cerning the question of opening up the Indian Territory. Will 
say, in view of that probability, that Southwest Kansas is a unit 
on one subject, and that is that the Neutral stip and Oklahoma 
ought to he opened to settlement, the sooner the better, and we 
Will co-operate in any way we can to effect such result. 

Yours very respectfully, 
J. W. Grecory. 


SP. LOUIS. 


St. Louis, Mo., Jan. 30. 
Ryerson Ritchic, Secretary, Kansas City. 

Dear Sir :—Your favor of the 27th received, inviting me 
to attend a meeting to be held in your city on February Sth for 
the purpose of taking some action in regard to the opening of 
the Indian Territory to settlers. Iam sorry to say that I cannot 
be present at the meeting, but I am st rongly in favor of the 
Government opening the Territory to all who will go there 
and build up this part of the country. At the same time, I 
think it should be done in a manner that would be fair, equita- 
ble, and just to the Indians, and leave them in a position where 
their future prosperity will be assured. 

Very respectfully, 
D.P. Grier. 
ST. LOUIS. 
St. Louis, Mo., Feb. 2. 
Mr. Ryerson Ritchie, Secretary. 

Dear Sir:—Your invitation to attend a conference of 

persons to consider the proper steps to he taken for the opening 
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of the Indian Territory to meet the demands of civilization, 
upon terms fair and just to the Indians, is at hand. I regret that 
T cannot attend at that time, but I am in full accord with the 
object and purposes of your meeting. I will state that Iam of 
a committee appointed by the Merchants’? Exchange of St. 
Louis to draw up a memorial to Congress on this subject and 
urge that legislation to this end may be enacted. Whether or 
not it be the Springer bill, just, right, and proper laws should be 
passed. Personally I shall be glad to join and co-operate with 
you in furthering the purposes of the conference. 
Thanking you for the invitation, Iam truly yours, 
Fraxk GAIENNTE. 


BELOIT, MITCHELL COUNTY, KANSAS. 
Beloit, Kas., Feb. 4. 
Ryerson Ritchie, Secretary, Kansas City, Mo. 

Dear Sir:—In reply to your circular letter of January 27, 
I am directed by our Board of Trade to say that we will send 
a delegate, if we can. We have a convention here on the 
7th inst., which may prevent a delegate from going. 

However, I am directed to say that our people are in full 
sympathy with the movement, and earnestly hope that steps will 
be taken which will result in opening the Indian Territory for 
settlement, and we will readily and heartily assist any such 
movement with men and with money. Let us know when you 
call the convention. Yours truly, 

J. H. Carpenaean. 


FROM JUDGE W. R. WAGSTATF. 


Paola, Kas., Feb. 7. 

Ryerson Ritchie, Scerctary Commercial Club, Kansas City. 

Dear Siv:—J have the honor to acknowledge a cordial 
invitation to attend a meeting of the Kansas City Commercial 
Club on the Sth instant. While regretting my inability to 
attend the meeting, please accept the assurance that my views 
are in uecord with the objects expressed in your letter in regard 
do the Indian Territory. 

The Indian Territory, of vast extent, as regards its location, 
its productions, and its laws, is a matter of weighty importance 
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to citizens in States adjoining the Territory. The laws of the 
Territory prohibit trade within its boundaries as between others 
than its own recognized citizens, deny protection to citizens of 
neighboring States, and refuse to enforce contracts, except as 
between its own citizens. The Indian Territory, as now 
governed, is not subject to cither Federal or State laws, and 
all others, except its own citizens, are legalized outlaws. 

Many of the citizen Indians within the Territory are dis- 
satistied with its system of government and its laws, are dissal- 
isfied wilh the system of holding their lands in common, and 
would willingly petition Congress to abolish its present treaty 
government, and survey their lauls, and partition the same 
among the owners, and extend to them a territorial form of 
government preparatory to hecoming a State or States. Peti- 
tions to this effect, prepared and printed and placed in the hands 
of intelligent citizen Indians in the Territory, would be numer- 
ously signed. 

Wishing your club strength in organization, and success in 
action, I have the honor to remain, 

Very respectfully, 
W.R. Wacstarr. 


THE TIME HAS ARRIVED. 


Columbus, Kan., Feb. 3. 
Messrs. H. M. Holden, Chairman, and Others, Kansas City, Mo. 

Gentlemen :—Your kind invitation of January 27, at the 
instigation of the Board of Trade and the Commercial Club, 
through you as a committee, to attend a meeting on the 8th 
day of the present month, has been duly received and contents 
noted. My present condition of health is sueh that it will be 
impossible for me to attend. 

I have, however, had your communication presented to a 
mecting of the business men and citizens generally, of this 
place, and a committee has been appointed to meet with you on 
the day stated, Tam fearful that they will be. unable to attend 
and in fear that they will not, beg leave to siy that there 
tppears to be but one sentiment here in regard to the opening 
up of the Indian Territory. That sentiment has no dissenting 
voice along the border counties of Kansas, and that may be 
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expressed in the words, “Open up the Territory and establish a 
territorial form of government. 

Mr. Springer’s proposed bill has been well and enthusias- 
tically received, though some knowing ones desire some changes 
in it. 

The time has arrived when I think the “Puritans and 
Quakers” can oppose it no longer, unless they have more 
sympathy for the red men and outlaws than they have for their 
good citizens of white brothers, who will continue to suffer if 
the present policy be continued. 

Since the publication of General Garland’s official opinions 
to a query presented by Revenue Collector Nelson F. Acers, of 
the district of Kansas, all the “bad” men of the United States 
know there are no laws extending over No-Man’s-Land under 
which violations of our present laws can be punished, and unless 
that district be attached to Kansas under the terms of the bill 
introduced by Senator Plumb, its name might as well be changed 
to Bad-Man’s-Land, in which event no honest, well-disposed 
person will be safe near the border, either in person or property. 

Wishing your committce a profitable and harmonious meet- 
ing, Tam and remain yours, etc., 

D. F. Surprarp. 


FROM OLA'THIIB. 


Olathe, Kas., Jan. 30. 
Mr. Ryerson Ritchie, Secretary, Kansas City, Mo. 

Dear Sir:—{ am in reccipt of your invitation signed by a 
committee from Board of Trade and Commercial Club of 
Kansas City to attend a meeting at Board of Trade Hall on 
February Sth, for the purpose of considering measures looking 
to the opening of the Indian Territory to settlement on a basis 
just tothe Indians and beneficial to the people of the country 
at large. I wm most heartily in favor of the objects of the 
meeting as expressed in your letter, and will be glad to co-oper- 
ate with other citizens of Missouri and Kansas in any proper 
effort to secure the result contemplated. 

Yours very truly, 
I. O. PrexErine. 
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THE LAWRENOR, ATCHISON & SOUTHERN. 


Lawrence, Kan., Feb. 2. 

fon. H. M. Holden, Chairman, and Ryerson Ritchic, Secre- 

tary, and Others of the Commercial Club, Kansas City, Mo. 

Gentlemen :—Your kind invitation of January 27th at 
hand, and contents noted. Our city is in symputhy, and espe- 
cially our railroad company, with the opening of the Oklahoma 
country. I will be with you onthe day set, February 8. I 
have taken the liberty of calling a Board of Trade meeting for 
Friday, the 3d, where we will pass resolutions commending 
your movements, and appoint a committee from our Board of 
Trade to meet with you on the 8th, if agreeable to your com- 
mittee. Yours truly, 


Guo. Lets, Sceretary. 
TOPEKA. 


Central National Bank, 
Topeka, Kas., Jan. 30; 
H. M. Holden, Esq., Chairman, Kansas City, Mo. 

Dear Sir:—I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of 
yours of the 27th, in regard to the convention to be held in 
Kansas City, relative to the opening of the Indian Territory, T 
shall endeavor to be with you on the Sth of February, if it is 
possible for me to do so. Yours truly. 


P. I. BonEsrakeE, President. 


OKLAHOMA TERRITORY. 


Washington, D. C., Feb. 2. 

Ryerson Ritchie, Secretary Commercial Club, Kansas City, Mo. 
Sir;—Your committee’s invitation for me to attend a 
conference at the Board of Trade Hall in Kansas City, Feb- 
ruary Sth, for the purpose of considering mesures to make the 
influence of the people interested felt in the Oklahoma matter, 
ig at hand. IT regret very much that it is impossible for me to 
attend, for I am an interested party to the success of the 
Oklahoma bill now before the house, known as the Springer 
bill. A similar bill was introduced by General Weaver, of 
Towa. Each of these bills was full of precautionary mesures, 
protecting the Indians in every possible right, so that no com- 
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plaint could come from them charging the Government with 
bad faith. The two bills were then carefully compzred and all 
the most desirable features of cach were merged into one bill, 
and this bill has been revised, amended and corrected in the 
committee room, until the legal ability of the Commiitee on 
Territories almost unanimously agree that it is about as perfect 
and comprehensive as it can be made. Tt interferes. with no 
Indian treaty, but looks forward to the day when the rapidly 
fading tribes shall be absorbed by the great Anglo-Saxon 
advance of civilization. The day is far advanced, but possilly 
not too late for our educational system to grasp ind save from 
oblivion some of those tribes of Indians that are dwindling into 
insignificance and will, long before another century, be obliter- 
ated and forgotten, unless this effort may save and perpetuale 
them. Honest Indians who are well posted in their gradual 
bu sure decay will not objeet to the proposed contiguity with 
intelligent, enterprising whites. If the Oklahoma bill becomes 
a law this winter, the sons and daughters of those Indians would 
he educated with our sons and our daughters. Their every 
‘nterest Would be assimilated with our interests, and our pros- 
perity would redound to their glory, health, and happiness. 
Nothing is more inconsistent with the law of vature than 
for the weaker to refuse to be aided by the stronger, mentally, 
physically, or financially. If the stronger is willing to join 
bands and lift up the weaker element of the human family, it 1s 
a mark of condescension of the stronger that should be met 
more than half-way by the weaker. This is not all the good 
that will surely come from the opening up of theIndian Territory. 
For more than half a century the Government of the United 
States, in all its departments, has been more or less cramped in 
the ridiculous effort of trying to believe that several nations are 
within this pation with whom we must treat, and our nation must 
pay all the expense of both nations. It was an anomaly that our 
ablest statesmen could not understand, and will never understand. 
The quicker such an expensive, unsatisfictory affair is brought toa 
close, the better it will be for all concerned. Ten thousand men, 
women, and children are “squatters” on No-Mun’s-Land, where 
there is no law, Federal or State. These people are begging and 
praying for Congressional recognition to enable them to elect offt- 
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cers for a local form of government. Their condition is far better 
without any law than is that of the people now living in Indian 
Territory. The 10,000 people in No-Man’s-Land are intelli- 
gent white American citizens, and are begging for government 
in all its various forms, knowing from long experience that 
good and bad officials will come to rule over them, yet they 
prefer government of the people by the people for the people, 
while ro,ooo Indians who are not educated, but are roaming 
ever the portion of land proposed to he included in the Okla- 
homa bill, are sending their attorneys here to prevent eiviliza- 
tion, education, and prosperity to come upon them. Our Gov- 
ernment claims to be the natural @uardian for the Indian. If 
this be true, let the guardian or warden do by the wards what 
should be done, whether satisfactory to the wards or not. The 
father does not say to the child, “Will you be educated?” but 
he proceeds to educate that child—he teaches it to walk, talk, 
read, write, and work. The warden or Government is respon- 
sible for a continuation of this state of affairs, and not the wards. 

Hoping to hear an immense Oklahoma boom from your 
convention, I remain respectfully, 

0. G. Cuase, 


Delegate-clect from Cimarron Territory. 


MAYOR OF MINNEAPOLIS, 


Minneapolis, Kas., Peb. 7. 
H. M. Holden, Kansas City. 

Chairman Commiltee>—In reply to your committee 
eireular, requesting me as mayor to cither attend in person or 
scicl some one to your mecting on the 8th inst., called to con- 
sider the question of opening for settlement the Indian Terri- 
tory, I am sorry that [ cannot attend myself, but one of our 
citizens, Mr. A. W. Gilbert, will be there, and pessihiy one of 
our city council, Mr. Jacob Camphell, will be there, and they 
will represent our interest. I wish to say that our part of the 
State is in sympathy with your movement, and you cun count 
‘on oir influence to help it along. 

Respectfully yours, 
G. E. Burneam, Mavor. 
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FOR? SCOTT. 


Fort Scott, Kas., Feb. 4. 
Mr. H. M. Holden, Chairman, Kansas City. 

Dear Stir :—On my return from Florida I find your favor 
inviting me to be present at the conference to be held at the 
Board of Trade Hall, on February 8th. While 1 sincerely 
sympathize with the objects of the conference, T regret that my 
professional engagements for the coming week will prevent 
my attendance. 

With thanks for the courtesy, I am, yours very truly, 

A. A. Harris. 


DEN VER CHAMBER OF COMMERCE. 


Denver, Col., Jan. 31. 
H. M. Holden, Esq., Kansas City Mo. 

Dear Sir :— Your letter of the 27th inst., bearing upon 
the opening of the Indian Territory, received. I am instructed 
by the President to say that while it may not be convenient for 
the Chamber to send a delegate to your convention to be held. 
on the 8th prox., it is in hearty sympathy with the movement 
and will co-operate with you through such channeis of influence 
as may he most effective in securing the end desired. 

Very respectfully, 
FRANK Tart, Secretary: 


THE VALLEY STATE BANK. 


Hutchinson, Kus., Jan. 30. 
Ryerson Ritchie, Secretary Commercial Club, Kansas City 

Missowi. 

Bly Dear Sir :—I have received your circular letter with, 
reference to the meeting, February 8th, to consider the question 
of opening the Indian Territory, and beg to say that I heartily 
conenr in the sentiment which has caused this action, and will 
try to be present. Yours very truly, 

Wirriam E. ITureninson.. 
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NEOSHO VALLEY INVESTMENT COMPANY. 


Chetopa, Kas., Jan. 30: 
Ryerson Ritchie, Esq., Secretary, Kansas City, Me: 

Dear Sir :—I am in receipt of your favor of the 27th 
inst., relative to the matter of opening up the Indian Territory 
for settlement and extending invitation to be present at a con- 
ference to be held in Kansas City on the 8th of February. 1 
shall endeavor to be present ai the meeting. Will you kindly 
advise at what hour the conference will be held. 

Yours truly, 
J. W. Brementua., Secretary. 


Chetopa, Kus., Jan. 30. 
Ryerson Ritchie, Esq., Secretary, Kansas City, Mo. 

Dear Str :—Y¥ ours of 27th at hand. Our city will be rep- 
resented in your city, February 8. I feel hopeful that intell1- 
gent and cnergetic action will secure favorable results. 

Respectfully yours, 
J. B. Coox. 


FORT SMITH, ARKANSAS. 


Fort Smith, Ark., Feb. 6. 
To. Messrs. H. M. Holden; Chairman, and Others, Kansas 

City, Mo. 

Dear Sir :—Yours of 27th ult. was received several days 
since, while I was engaged in the trial of a case in court. The 
people of this city and State generally anxiously desire the 
opening of the Indian Territory, not only for their benefit, but 
for that of the Indians themselves. We have received letters 
from prominent Indians residing in the Indian Territory,asking 
“How may an Indian become a citizen of the Uniled States?” 
They say they have no protection for life and property in the 
Territory. Our Chamber of Commerce will meet to-night, and 
T will bring the subject of your letter before it for action, and 
advise vou of the result. Very respectfully, 

Ben. 8S. Duvat. 
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“The Herald,” 
Springfield, Mo., Jan. 28. 
Ryerson Ritchie, Secretary ‘Commercial Club, Kansas City, 

Missouri. 

Dear Sir:—T regret that other engagements prevent my 
aitending your meeting on the Sth prox., but hope that you may 
be able to give impetus to a movement which will ultimately 
result in great good. Very truly, 

Il. W. Cock weELt, 
General Manager Herald. 


WELLINGTON COMMERCIAL CLUB. 


Wellington, Kas. Jan. 17. 
Honorable Secretary Commercial Club, Kansas City, Mo. 
Dear Sir:—-We are mich interested in having Indian 
Territory open for white settlers. Would be pleased to hear 
what progress is being made and aid you in the good work all 
we cin. Truly vours, 
C. P. Kine, Secretary. 


Junction City, Kas., Feb. 2. 
H. M. Holden, Esq., Chairman. 

Dear Sir:—1 am in receipt of your letter as Chairman of 
the Board of Trade and Commercial Club of Kansas City, 
dated January 27th. Tam in favor of opening the Indian Ter- 
ritory to settlement and civilization at the earliest moment. It 
would not hurt Kansas, but help her, 1 have no doubt, and furnish 
homes to thousands who are now homeless. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. C. PIERce. 


Winfield, Kas., Jan. 29. 
H. M. Holden, Chairman, Kansas City, Mo. 
Dear Sir :—Your request for conference on the 8th prox. 
at hand. Will try to be present. Hope you will succeed. 
Truly yours, 


Jounx A. Eaton, 
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WICHITA FALLS, TEXAS. 


Panhandle National Bank, 
Wichita Falls. Tex., Feb. 4. 
Mr. Ryerson Ritchie, Secretary, Kansas City, Mo. 

Dear Sir:—I have the pleasure of ackuowledging the 
invitation of your committee to attend the conference on Indian 
affairs to be held in your city, February 8, 1888, and I regret 
much my inability to be present. 

There is no question in the mind of any intelligent busi- 
ness man of the Southwest and West but what the time has 
arrived for the abandonment of the past and present policy of 
the Government towards Indians. It has failed to effect any 
good purpose from its inception down to the present time, and a 
similar plancarried out with a large body of civilized whites would 
soon make semi-barbari:tus of them—and keep them so. The 
demands of modern civilization require that the barrier which 
the present system presents to commeree, the administration of 
justice, the spread of refinement, of civilization,and the diffusion 
of educational and religious principles, should be removed. 
The Chinese wall on American soi] must come down, and inter- 
state traffic and social relations be left untrammeled. Let the 
Government make the Indian an American citizen, with the 
right to own property and vote; destroy the tribal relation and 
hold every Indian amenable to the laws of the land; give to 
them their land in severalty, under just restrictions of 
transfers for a proper period; turn in on them the light and 
influence of American ideas and civilization by selling surplus 
junds to home-seekers of our own people—and the Indian 
problem will be solved. Then jet them fall or stand by their 
own work, assisting them always with all the kindly charities 
which characterize the American nation; but administered not 
by the Government, bul by private associations, such as assist 
ithe poor, the ignorant, and the suffering everywhere, 

Our whole people are anxious to sce such a change, believ- 
ing it not only beneficial to the social, commercial, and financial 
interests of the whites bordering on the Territory, but 
-especially so to the Indian. The dictates of a true and wise 
humanity require that the present w asteful, imbecile, and unpro- 
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ductive policy he abandoned, and that some plan be put on foot 
which will truly help the Indian of to-day and his descendiunts 
to fully appreciate what it is to be a man, and to become them- 
selves in the future decent specimens of American manhood, 
with proper respect for our Government, our people, and our 
laws, and fitted to discharge the sacrcd duties of citizenship. 
With the hope that the conference may be productive of 
much good in furthering the desired object, I remain, with much. 
respect, yours truly, Joun G. JAMES, President. 


JOPLIN, MISSOURI. 


Joplin, Mo, Feb. 7. 
Messrs. I. M. Holden, T. B. Bullene, und Others. 

Gentlemen :—Your favor of January 27 ult., inviting me: 
to be present at a conference to be held at the Board of Trade 
Hall, in Kansas City, on the Sth inst., for the purpose of taking: 
into consideration such measures as might lead to hasten the 
opening of the Indian Territory to settlement, has been received.. 
I have deferred acknowledging the receipt of your letter until 
the present, thinking I might be able to so arrange my matters 
as to be present at the conference, and I regret very much 
that my business engagements just at this time are such as to 
prevent my attendance. I regard this as a subject of great: 
importance to the people of this State, and especially so to 
Kansas City, St. Loms, and the Southwest, and it would afford 
me much pleasure could I assist even in 2 small degree in 
accomplishing the desired end. I could not undertake to 
discuss the matter or present my views thereon by letter, even 
if I felt inclined to offer any suggestions for the consideration. 
of those who may be present at the conference, and knowing 
that there will be many gentlemen present who are deeply 
nterested and who are much more competent to offer sugges- 
tions worthy of consideration than myself, I feel disposed to 
leave the matter with them. 

Hoping that your efforts may result in the speedy accom- 
plishment of the object sought, I remain, 

Very respectfully, 
S. IT. Craycoms.. 
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JUDGE J. W. WENRY. 
Kansas City, Feb. 8, 
H. M. Holden, Esq. 

Dear Sir :—I1 received your favor inviting me to attend a 
conference on the subject of the opening of the Indian Terri- 
tory, and regret that a professional engagement will prevent my 
attendance this morning. It is an important movement, 
especially to the City of Kansas; and the Congress of the 
United States should be importuned in every conceivahle man- 
ner, until that immense area of magnificent land is opened to 
the scttlement of the enterprising, energetic men who will soon 
convert its rich valleys and uplands, now lying waste, into fields 
teeming with herds of cattle, for which they would have the 
care and protection of a stable, reliable Government. 

Hoping that the labors of the convention will result in the 
adoption of some means by which the desired end may be 
accomplished, I am truly yours, Joun W. Henry. 


LAS VEGAS, NEW MEXICO. 
Las Vegas, N. M., eb. 6, 1888. 
Howard M. Holden, Esq., Chairman, Kansas City. 

Dear Sir :—Your circular of the 27th received to-day, too 
late for my reply to reach your meeting of the Sth inst. It has 
been proposed (among other places) toannex the Neutral Strip 
to New Mexico, for Governmental! judicial purposes, but it 
secms to me that the proposition to organize a Territory with 
that and the portion of the Indian Territory called “Oklahoma” 
is the most feasible of any that I have seen mentioned. Possibly, 
in the event of the division of Texas, to result eventually in 
adding part of the Panhandle of Texas, when this Territory 
becomes a State. 

I cordially approve of the move on the part of Kansas 
City to take the lead in this matter, and think her position 
entitles her Board of Trade to advise and recommend the proper 
“action. Very respectfully, yours truly, 

L. P. Browne. 


Abilene, Kas., Feb. 8, 1888. 
Hon. H. M. Holden, Chairman of the Committee on Indian 
Territory. 
Dear Sir :-—Your circular letter of the 27th ult., cordially 
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inviting us to attend a conference to be held to-day at Board 
of Trade Hall, was received some time since, and we intended 
to attend the meeting, but on account of unexpected important 
business here to-day, it is inpossible for us to leave. 

You have our sympathy and sincere hope that much good 
may be effected by your conference, in the way of aiding all the 
active representative parties friendly to this important move to 
a speedy opening up for settlement of the whole of the Indian 
Territory. 

It is claimed by some that the opening of the Indian 
Territory for settlement would, to a considerable extent, change 
the course of immigration from Kansas to the Indian Territory 
We think that is a narrow and somewhat selfish view. In our 
opinion, if the Territory should be opened, it would increase 
the immigration from the East as much or more than it would 
draw from this State, and it would pull down that great barricr 
to trade and commeree which hus existed for many years 
between the States adjacent to this Territory. There is no 
doubt but it would be to the interest of a large majority of the 
cilizens and property owners of all the States adjacent to it. 

We ure, yours truly. 
Joun JoHNnTz, 
A. W. Rice. 


RESOLUTIONS RECENTLY ADOPTED BY TITE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
OF FORT SMITIT. ARK. 


WHEREAS, We are informed that the Board of Trade and 
the Commercial Club of Kansas City have invited a conference 
at the Board of Trade Hall in said city,on February 8, 1888, of 
persons who take an interest in the opening of the Indian Ter- 
ritory fo settlement by while persons, upon such terms as may 
be respectful to the rights and interests of the Indians; and have 
invited gentlemen from Kansas, Colorado, Arkansas, Missouri, 
Texas, and the Indian Territory; therefore, be it 

Resolved, By this Chamber of Commerce of the City of 
Fort Smith, Ark., that the opening of the Indian Territory to 
settlement and civilization is very desirable, and in the logic of 
current events, it cannot be delayed many years; we believe that 
the earlier the question shall be acted upon by Congress, the 


The Opening of the Indian Territory: 45. 


better it will be for the Indians themselves, many of whom 
have already discovered that the safe protection of their lives 
and property can only be secured by their being clothed with 
citizenship of the United States. 

Resolved, That the President of this Board be authorized 
1o appoint one or more persons to represent this Board in the 
suid conference on the Sth inst. 

After the reading of these letters, the convention, on motion 


of Mr. Daniels, of Baxter Springs, adjourned until 2:30 Pp. M.. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 


Upon culling the? convention to order at 2:30 rp. M., the 


Chairman announced the following comnmiittees: 


Committee on Credentials—W. H. Miller, Kansas City; 
J. M. Jones, Parsons, Kas.; A. L. Smith, Anthony, Kas.; 
George W. Reilly, Caldwell, Kas.; J. M. Patterson, Kansas 
City; Joseph Kepner, Junction City; Colonel R. M. Gilbert, 
Minneapolis; H. P. Denson, Beloit; J. V. Dingley, Leaven- 
worth. 

-Committee on Order of Business—J. P. Jennings, Wichita; 
James A. Mann, Kansas City; Colonel Samuel Crocker, Cald- 
well; John Welra, Peirce City; C. H. Kimball, Parsons; iS 
H. Poteet, Sedalia; J. S. Chick, Kansas City; George Leis,. 
Lawrence; R. W. Hilliker, Kansas City, Kas. 


Committee on Resalutions—Il. J. Latshaw, Kansas City; 
M. W. Reynolds, Geuda Springs; John M. Galloway, Fort 
Scott; H. R. Crowell, Baxter Springs; Judge J. S. Emery, 
Lawrence; P. G. Lowe, Leavenworth; H. M. Holden, Kansas 
City; John W. Earlie, Indian Territory; H. J. Rodman, Little 
Rock; D. P. Green; Denton, Tex.; Frank Wood, St. Joseph; 
Waller Young, St. Joseph; Theodore S. Case, Kansas City. 
W.H. Miller, Kansas City; E. W.S. Drought, Kansas City, 
Kansas. 


Committee ow Permanent Organization—John H. Rice, 
Fort Scott; M. Munford, Kansas City; W. R. Nelson, Kansas 
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City; J. W. Breidenthal, Chetopa; J. N. Miller, Anthony; 
W. W. Sleeth, Arkansas City; J. P. McNaughton, Indian Ter- 
ritory; R.S. Matt, Kiowa; W. J. Scott, Texas. 


The committees then retired, and the convention listened to 
addresses from various delegates and distinguished citizens. 

In response to repeated calls, Mr. Daniels, of Baxter 
Springs, was again introduced to the-convention, and spoke as 
follows: 


Gentlemen :-—I can’t make a speech. I will come up here 
so you can sec me; Tam called the best looking-mzan in our see- 
tion of the country. [Laughter.] I never made a speech in 
my life. I am glad to meet you in a convention of this charac-. 
ter. I don’t think we eame here as speech-makers. I don’t 
think we came here, as conventions usually are formed, with 
nothing but lawyers, and speech-makers,and wind. [Laughter. ] 
I think we have got all the solid men of Kansas, Missouri, 
Arkansas, «nd different sections of the country here and I think 
we are going before the people with a great deal of strength— 
more strength than we would have if we had a lot of politicians 
and one-horse lawyers. I consider that we are mostly farmers 
and business men—men that are interested in the welfare of this 
country—and I (hink this convention will result in a great deal 
of good, more good than any of us have anticipated. Congress 
can’t ignore the voice of the people of the West, and if you 
send the right sort of men there and bring these measures 
before them, it will result in great good to all people, not alone 
‘to the white, but also to the Indian race. 

We want to obliterate the Indians; thatis the only solution 
of this question. Some of the philanthropists down East— 
there are unly a few of those people—are working against this 
move. They think we are going to infringe on the rights of 
the Indians; that is uot the intention, I believe, of this conven- 
tion. We want to obliterate the Indian race eulirely, and we 
want to fill that country up with white men, ind just as sure as 
you mix the white men in with them the Indian is gone. As 
this man (Mr. MeNaughton) told you to-day, there is nota 
full-blood Indian in the Peoria tribe. Why? Because they 
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have been mixed for a number of years with white men. Let 
4 white man marry an Indian squaw (if she has got 160 acres 
of land)—and there are just lots of them in our country—and 
they make pretty good citizens. They say there are no good 
Indians, except dead Indians, but those people, after you mix 
them a little, make pretty good citizens. The philanthropists 
of this country, if they would go there and examine the question 
fairly and honestly, will decide the best way to help the Indians 
is to surround them with industrious white people, with school 
houses and churches, and the habits of the people of the 
Northwest. 

The first thing we want down there is prohibition [Laugh- 
ter. | (let me talk to you Kansas folks), and then we will go 
into women’s rights. I don’t know whether that will work 
down there or not, but all of those things will come in. You 
know those Indians are just as good politicians as anybody; 
they are looking after these things, and I say that we cannot, 
with the force we have got here to-day, do the work. This is 
only a starting-point; but I tell you this thing is going out 
broadcast over the country. The Eastern papers will get hold 
of it. The Chicago 7rzéane is as much interested in this as the 
Kansas City Fourna/ and Times, and so are the papers all over 
the country. This thing is going all over the United States— 
it is going like a wave, and the Congressman that will oppose 
this thing has got to stand from under. We people of the 
West will say to them, “This is our will!” We want this 
measure, and I defy any Congressman to be elected in this dis- 
trict of Kansas or Missouri that will get up and fight this 
measure. [ Applause. | 

Now, let us send the best men we have to Washington. 
We don’t wan’t « lot of men to go there and lobby around, you 
know, among the women, and fool around there and waste a 
fot of money. We want wide-awake, energetic, good business 
men, who are interested in this thing, to go there and present 
the wishes of this entire people. I guarantee it will go through 
—I know it will. 

Of course, from what I said this morning about Oklahoma, I 
don’t want any of you Oklahoma men to feel as though we 
were going to interfere with your arrangements at all. We not 
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only want to join with you, but we want you to join with us 
We want that whole Indian Territory opened. 

You will find that you will have ten times the strength if 
you will drop this Oklahoma business, of any other sectional 
fecling, or any town boom. Of course we are all interested in 
our towns. Weall want to boom our towns. Let us drop that, 
and go for the whole Territory. It will boom, not only these 
towns, but all of these States. It will be worth millions to 
Kansas City; it will bring us railroads all through that country, 
and let us all work together. Make our selections to-day of a 
committee to go to Washington that will work. I thank you, 
gentlemen. (Applause. ] 


At this pointthe Committee on Order of Business announced 
that it was ready to report. It fixed the order of business ag 


follows: 


First. Report of Committee on Credentizils. 

Second.—Report of Committee on Permament Organiza- 
tion. 

Lhird.—Report of Committee on Resolutions. 

Fourth —Miscellaneous business. 

Fifth We recommend that all resolutions be submitted 
in wriling. 

Sixth.—We recommend that all speeches on motions and 
resolutions he limited to five minutes. 


Seventh —Adjournment. 


The convention was then addressed by Colonel Samuel 
Crocker, one of the leaders of the boomers. He referred briefly 
to the importance of the question before the convention, and 
spoke of the privations to which many had been subjected on 
account of their devotion to the cause. He spoke of the posi- 
lion which Congress had taken on the question in the past, and 
asked if anybody could offer an explanation us to the consistency 
of Congress making valuable land grants to the Atlantic & 
Pacific Railroad through the Territory, and then refusing hon- 
est, industrious, hard-working Americans the right to settle there 
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and make homes. The boomers had come to the conclusion 
that nothing would be accomplished except through peaceable 
mens, and for two vears they had been working persistently to 
secure legislation. Atthe close of his remarks, Colonel Crocker 
was asked why it was that Congress would not pass a bill open- 
ing up theentire Territory. He replied that the sentiment in the 
Zast against taking the land of the five Civilized Tribes was too 
great to be overcome. Colonel Crocker asked all who favored 
the Springer bill to hold up their hands, and about three-fourths. 
of the audience responded in the atfirmative. 

Mr. J. M. Patterson, of Kansas Citys then ead the follow- 
ing report from the Commitice on Credentials: 

We, the Committee on Credentials, heg leave to submit 
the following report: We recommend that all who have reg- 
istered and received badges be received as accredited delegates 
to this convention. 

The report was adopted unarumousl y. 

Judge McIntire, of the Arkansas Valley Democrat, was 


then called for. 


JUDGE MCINTIRNE’S REMARKS. 

I have for the last five years advocated the opening of 
Oklahoma, because I believed it would benelit the Indian, the 
white nan, the State of Kansas, and it would be a godsend to 
Arkansas City. It would astonish the old fogies back East for 
them to sec how quick a great State would be made when the 
Territory is thrown open to settlement. The Easterner has no 
idex how towns and States spring up in the West. Some say 
that the opening of the Territory will hurt Kansas, hut past 
experience disproves this. It will increase the population of 
your State and of Kansas. When the tribes in Kansas were 
surrounded by white men, they were advancing in civilization, 
but when you put them by themselves and placed a military 
guard around them, they went backwards. The only way to 
solve the Indian problem is to absorh the Indian. 


J. QO. CAMPBELL’S REMARKS. 
Mr, J. O. Campbell, of Arkansas City, said: I remember 
wwell the time svhen the people of our city who favored the 


{ 
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opening of the Territory could be counted on the fingers of the 
two hands. The feeling has undergone a great change. This 
storm has been gathering for a long time. The lightning now 
is Hashing across the heavens end the thunder is about to be 
heard. We must wait for our Senators and Congressmen to 
see the lightning and hear the thunder before they set to work 
on this project. It will not do for us to talk sneeringly of the 
men of the East, who oppose the movement from honest con- 
victions, but I am sure that when they understand the question 
their present convictions will he removed. What they need is 
information on this question, wid to know that cvery right of 
the Indian will be preserved. It has heen a false policy to push 
the Indian westward. Years ago they should have been 
surrounded by white men and civilized. How can you expect 
them to become civilized when they are remote from all civiliz- 
ing influences? Surround them by white people, and they will 
be forced into civilization and all their rights protected. 


J. A. LANE’S REMARKS. 

Mr. J. A. Lane, of Anthony, Kus., spoke briefly. He said 
the impetus recently given the movement had heen a matter of 
surprise in his section of the State. Sentiment had now crys- 
tallized on the Springer bill. There were some objectionable 
features, but in the main it was about what was wanted. Every 
honorable effort should be used to pass the bill, so that the 
impression of the white man could be felt in the Indian Terri- 
tory. The speaker had been through the forbidden country, 
and said that if the bill should pass, the magic wand of civiliza- 
tion would soon transform it into one of the most productive 
States of the Union. 

At this point the Committee on Permanent Organization 
submitted the appended report: 

Your Committee on Permanent Organization beg to 
report as follows: 

For Chairman—Governor A. P. Morchouse, of Missouri. 

First Vice-Presideni—George Innis, of Lawrence, Kas. 

Secretary—-F red M. Strong, Arkansas City, Kas. 

Assistant Secretaries—Ryerson Ritchie, Kansas City, and 
Frank L. Webster, Lawrence, Kas. 
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Vice-Presidents—Mayor D.R. Francis, St. Louis; Colonel 
U.P: Pearsall, Fort Scott, Kas.; Hou. P.I. Bonebrake, Topeka, 
Kas.; Ex-Governor John L. Routt, of Colorado; Colonel Ja Ws 
Mercer, Independence, Mo.; Mayor H. C. Kumpf, Kansas 
City; Mayor S.F. Neeley, Leavenworth, Kas.; Mayor Thomas 
Hannan, Kansas City, Kas.; Mayor George W. Riley, Cald- 
well, Kas.; Hon. R. T. Van Horn, Kansas City; Colonel Wil- 
liam Fishback, Fert Smith, Ark.; Colonel D. B. Dyer, Indian 
Territory; John R. Furlong, Purcell, I. T.; C.S. Northrop, 
Anthony, Kas.; Colonel E. II. Brown, Girard, Kas.; Hon. W. 
R. Wagstaff, Paola, Kas.; J. W. Ross, Caldwell, Kas.; J. S. 
Chick, Kansas City; W. B. Grimes, Kansas City; S. E. Morss, 
Indianapolis, Ind.; W. C. Lykins, Peoria Nation, I. T.; 
Colonel J. H. Taylor, Independence, Mo.; W. A. Utley, Par- 
sons, Kas.; A. V. Alexander, Winfield, Kas.; John kelley, 
Leavenworth, Kas.; W. H. Keeling, Falls City, Neb.; W. J 
Scott, of Texas; J. T. Condon, of Dakota; D. M. Graham, 
Mount Carroil, Iil.; F.M. Nichols, Milwaukee, Wis.; C. C. 
Johnson, Kansas City, Mo.; J. M. Harvey, Wichita, Kas.; J. 
W. Tullis, Great Bend, Kas. 

The report was adopted, and those of the Vice-Presidents 
‘who were present took seats on the platform. 

Hon. Amos Walton, of Arkansas City, was also called 
upon while the convention was waiting for the Committee on 
Resolutions to report. He said that the Springer bill was one 
of the most important pieces of legislation that had been before 
Congress for many years. He said the anomaly of a nation 
within « uation should be removed and the whole country made 
subject to the same laws. He referred to the Territory at pres- 
ent as a rendezvous for outlaws, and said that the people of the 
States had a right to demand that this condition be removed, so 
that it would be safe for whtte men to carry on commerce 
through the Territory. If we put schools, churches, and fac- 
‘tories among the Indians, they will soon hecome civilized, but 
allow them to remain in their present condition, and they will be. 
‘barbarians forever. 

Ex-Governor T, T. Crittenden was next introduced by 
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Vice-President Furlong, in the temporary absence of Governor 
Morehouse, and spoke as foliows: y 
GOV. CRITTENDEN’S SPEECH. 

Mr. President and Gentlemen of the Convention :—\ came 
here for the purpose of looking on and hearmg what was to be 
said by this convention, with no desire or purpose of making a 
speech. I hive already spoken upon this subject, and at 2 
place where we are ultimately to be heard—in favor of the 
very subject that is now before this convention. I made a 
speech, it is my recollection, in 1878, in Congress, upon this 
subject. I have had no occasion sinee then %o change my 
opinion. [ama part and parcel of the progressive Democracy 
of this country. [Applause.] I believe in the largest amount 
of liberty and freedom to every American citizen, white or 
black, that is consistent with the public good. I believe in 
opening, not only Oklahoma, but every piece of territory 
within the geographical limics of the United States. I believe 
in opening them up for homes of the American citizen, TI 
believe in opening them up for places of cultivation for all 
classes of wealth—for places of residence, not only for those 
people that we have in our country at the present time, but to 
that large body of immigrants who have turned, or will be 
turning, their attention to this lind of ours, the hest and freest 


under the sun. 
I would not have you understand, my fricnds, that I would 


deprive the Indian of any right vested, equitable or legal, that 
belongs to him, or that has been given to him by the acts of 
Congress or the treaties of the United States; but I believe in 
the great doctrine of eminent domiuin, if it becomes necessary 
to use that in the opening up of the Territory for the homes of 
these American citizens of ours, who are the dove file cilizens 
of this country, who are the men who make the wealth of this 
country, the men who do the voting of this country, the men 
who do the fighting of this country when it becomes necessiury 
—and God forbid that we should ever have the sword raised 
again in this country, cither against our own citizens or against 
any other nation under the sun——to take possession of Okla- 
homa, No-Man’s-Land, or any other Territory in this country. 
The rights of these people must be subordinated, under the law,, 
to the progress of American citizenship. 
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What are we to do with the Indians? What are these 
rights secured to them by the treaties? If I remember aright, 
I think I had that very question put to me at the time we had 
the running debate upon this question. If I remember, it was 
put tome by Tom Reed, of Maine, one of the ablest and best 
men in America at the present time. 

IIe said to me, “ Will you disregard these tresties?” I said, 
“No,” but I woukl pay those Indians $1 for every foot of land 
they hul—a gwid pro guo. Asthey were the wards of the 
country and children of the country, and our Government their 
great paternal ancestor, I would treat them with that degree of 
‘care with which children should he treated, but at the same 
time I would not let those wards stand in the way of American 
eilizenship. L would have their land divided to them iu sever- 
alty, giving cach so much, and say to him, “Tere is vour home; 
you will be protected fer so many years by the Government— 
no man shall cheat you out of that land or out of that home for 
so many vears, but vou must beau some of the responsibilities of 
citizenship; you must work yourself up to that point that you 
can tuke care of vourself;” and the balance of that land I weuld 
sell to my countrymen; I would open up the Territory, and the 
money so obtained I would guard as a trust fund as sacredly as 
any such fund that ever passed into the hands of a trustee, 
and I would use it alone for the benelit of these Indians. 

I saw a letter a few days ago, in one of our cily prints, a 
letter from a distinguished gentleman from Kansas, protesting 
against the mceting and operation of this convention, charging 
that it was in the interest of Kansas City, that Kansas City 
was largely the outgrowth of Kansas. Thank God, my friends, 
that it was largely sof and Tam glad that there is such a 
State west of us as Kansas, with its immense possibilities in 
sight, with its big brain and its big heart, and I thank God that 
such a cily as Kansas City is springing up right here upon its 
eastern verge, to be the receptacle of the wealth that Kansas yearly 
yields. Kansas City would not deprive Kansas of one dollar 
of its wealth, nor remove one cilizen from its limits. Our des- 
liny is so sacredly united to that of Kansas that I would say 
accursed be the liend that would sever it. Kansas and Kansas 
City should stand hy each other with locked shields, like the 
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old Roman soldiers—friends of progress and common enemies 
to disorder, sloth, and Bourbouism. 

TI would say to that gentleman, we don’t wish to take one 
Single, solitary citizen out of Kansas for the purpose of populat- 
ing the Indian Territory. We don’t wish to deprive Kansas of 
a single bushel of wheat, or a bushel of corn produced by the 
energy of its cilizens, but we want to open up that Territory, 
and if you have any progressive citizens in Kansas who desire 
to go there to join their destiny with that Territory, as they 
have with Kansas in the past, let them come on and open it up, 
and you take my word for it, the places that are occupied by 
them now will soon be filled by other men that are coming on 
to fill the places they have filled so well. The cry will be, 
after a while, “Kansas is occupied.” Its millions of acres unoc- 
eupied now will be taken up ii the course of time. 

Look ut the marvelous statement of the number of people 
coming in yearly into your State. We are preparing for the 
overflow. We want some other place for these people, and you 
will have it in opening up these Territories, and Kansas, 
instead of losing its citizenship, instead of losing its wealth by 
the opening up of the Territory, will have added honor, ability, 
eredit, growth, and progress. 

This is my view,gentlemen. I did not desire to say a word, 
but Iam for anything that will build up this country; anything 
that will help Missouri; anything that will help Kansas, 
Nebraska, and Iowa; anything that will uphold the Govern- 
ment; anything that will uphold the flag of this country against 
the world. [Great applause. } 

Mayor D. R. Francis, of St. Louis, was next called upon 
to speak. 

SPEECIL OF MAYOR D. R. FRANCIS, OF ST. LOUIS. 


Aly, Chairman and Gentlemen:—I did not expect to be 
called upon to address you upon this occasion. The invitation 
which I received to attend this convention did not lead me to 
believe that there would be such an assemblage of representa- 
tive men as | see before me. The sulject of the opening of 
the Indian Territory, Oklahoma, and No-Man’s-Land is one 

“which the city of St. Louis is deeply intcrested in, and it is a 
subject which I was instrumental in bringing to the attention 
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of the Merchants’ Exchange of St. Louis a few days ago, and 
I had the honor to be appointed by that commercial body as 
one of a committee of three to draw up a memorial for the 
national Congress looking toward the opening up of that 
country. 


I have come here, however, more with the intention of 
listening and learning than of advancing any views upon this 
important question. I do not suppose that there can be much 
difference of opinion between us concerning the advisability 
and the advantage of opening that section. All of us will 
agrec, however, that it should be done consistent with the 
highest principles of humanity and in accordance with rectitude; 
and I do not believe that there is an American citizen who 
desires to take land from the parties to whom it belongs with- 
out giving them a just return. 


But, gentlemen, the westward march of progress will uo 
longer permit the occupation of that fertile country down there 
by those people, who are not its proper occupants. I am glad 
to have an opportunity of saying to the people of Western 
Missouri, to the people of Kansas (us I understand that State is 
also represented here), and last, but not least, to the people of 
Kansas City, that St. Louis is not small enough or narrow 
enough to entertain any sectional feeling upon this question. 
[ Applause. ] 

We are proud of Kansas City. We look upon her as a 
younger sister, in whose success we feel proud and toward 
whom we entertain no jealousy. [ Applause. ] 

Concerning the proper methods or the most advisable 
course lo be pursued in opening this country, I cannot say that 
I have any definite view. I have listened with great interest, 
and I trust with profit, to the eloquent gentleman who pre- 
eeded me (Mr. Crittenden), whose long and varied experience, 
bothin legislative and official positions, enable him to view these 
questions from an experienced stand-point. 


I shall attend the session of this convention, and I hope to 
hear views expressed which will enable me to arrive at a satis- 
factory conclusion concerning this method and course. How- 
ever, gentiemen, I desire to say, as I said in the beginning to 


you, I believe I but record the sentiments of St. Louis—and I 
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trust that Kansas City will not take offense when I presume to 
call that city still the commercial metropolis of the State of 
Missouri | Laughter. ]—that I but record the sentiments of St. 
Louis, when I say that her commercial community, at least, is in 
thorough and hearty accord with this movement. 


SPEECH Ol DR. MORRISON MUNFORD. 


Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen :—In earnestness and zeal 
for the accomplishment of the purpose for which this conven- 
tion is met I yield to no man in this audience which I see 
before me. For lifteen years, in season and out of season, I 
have advocated the opening of the Indian Territory, or so much 
of it as could legally be done, and have advocated that prob- 
ably sometimes in a manner and with a zeal which may not 
have been considered advisable. But I have gone on the 
theory, all the time, that we had to agitate any movement in 
order lo secure results. 

I have even been classed with what have heen called “The 
Oklahoma Boomers,” and my newspaper has been called the 
organ of the “Oklahoma Booin”, 

[ want to say this about the “Okinhoma Boomers” right 
bere, that I believe it was never the intention of that organiza- 
tion to perform any illegal act, or to do anything in contraven- 
tion of the laws of tue United States. They believed (as Ihave 
had it from their late leader, Captain Payne, than whom no 
more honest, fearless, or law-abiding citizen ever led pioneer 
band, in my opinion) they had a right to occupy that land. I 
have heard it frequently from Captam Payne, that it was 
simply the intention of that colony which he was organizing, 
not to interfere with the rights of the Indians, but to occupy 
that large body of land in the center of the Territory which has 
never heen set apart to any Indian tribe, and whieh belonged to 
the people of the United States. 

It was never the intention of the colony, as I have heard, 
or of its leaders, to interfere with the lands that had been set 
aside as a reservation for any Indian tribe. I have always con- 
sidered that that was the object of it; and I believe that the 
people of this country had as mueh right to go on there and 
take up their farms as.the big cattle men and cattle raisers had 
to take it up under leases from Tidian tribes to whom it did not 
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belong. [Applause.] And, believing this, 1 have advocated 
their cause to that extent, and no further than that. And I 
have also believed that such action would tend to bring about 
‘some legal determination of this question. Acting on that 
theory, I, as a delegate to the National Democratic Covvention 
that nominated the present President of the United States, 
introduced a resolution there, trying to commit the Democratic 
party to that policy, That resolution, ike a great many others, 
although it appeared in the proceedings, finally went to the 
Committee on Resolutions, and was never heard of afterwards. 

But, gentlemen, agitation has produced results, and we see 
them before us to-day in this magnificent conyention. 

It now remiins for us to press forward on the line upon 
which we have begnn for a legal determination of this question, 
and we cannot rest on simply the results that may he accom- 
plished here, by this convention; they must he followed up. 

Over ten years ago, the representative from this district, 
Captain Franklin, procured the passage of a bill through the 
lower house of Congress—the House of Representatives—but 
it was killed in the Senate. And while now we have this 
morning the encouraging news that at least one tangible bill, 
which would be certainly a step—a long step—in the right 
-direction, has been favorably reported, unanimously, by the 
-comunittee of the lower house of Congress, «nd il is altogether 
possible it may pass that house, still it will require persistent, 
determined, and united efforts to carry it through and have it 
become a law at the present session of Congress. 

It is not for me to advise you, gentlemen, who have prob- 
ably studied this matter as much or more than niyself, as to 
what the action of this convention should be. I ean say this, 
however, that in my opinioti we should avoid all side-issues as 
much as possible, discuss all views that are presented, and try to 
harmonize them into a united memorial and appeal to Congress 
for immediate action. 

I can say this, that in making up the Committee on Reso- 
lutions, which will probably formulate the action of this con- 
vention, to a great extent at least, I believe our worthy Presi- 
‘dent has been very careful in trying to have all interests «nd 
every diversity of views represented on that committee. 

I know that fhe gentlemen whom he has selected on that 
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committee from this city have studied the subject thoroughly 
and have no radical or extreme views. 

Iwas on the sub-committee with those gentlemen when 
the matter was variously discussed during the past week, and 
our idea is, generally speaking, that we want the whole Terri- 
tory opened, if possible; but if we can’t get that, “half a loaf 
is better than no bread at all.” [Applause.] So, I think we 
had better make « beginning, and we can then follow it up, if we 
cannot get Congress to pass a bill opening the whole Territory 
this session. 


In behalf of the Committee of Arrangements, without any 
authority from them, but on my own motion, I beg to say that 
we of the committee who had charge of calling this convention 
are very much gratilied to see it so largely attended and so 
much spirit and enthusiasm manifested. [Applause. ] 


The Chairman announced at this point that he had received 
word from the Committee on Resolutions that it would not be 
ready to report until 7:30 o’clock. He asked what was the 
further pleasure of the convention, and a speech was called for. 
Hon. U. P. Pearsall, of Fort Scott, spoke briefly, dwelling 
upon the fact that statesmen follow and do not lead the people, 
exculpating Western representatives in Congress from any 
blame for not taking more interest in the movement heretofore. 

Delegate Love now moved that an Executive Committee 
be appointed to look after this movement after this convention 
is over. 

On motion, a resolution was passed continuing the present 
joint committee of the Board of Trade and Commercial Club 
of Kansas City, as such Executive Committee. 


On motion, the convention adjourned to met at 7:30 P.M. 


EVENING SESSION. 

The convention was called to order promptly at 8 o’clock 
by the Chairman, Governor Morehouse. The Chair at once 
announced thet the Committee on Resolutions was ready to 
report. H. J. Latshaw, the Chairman of the committee, then 


read the memorial and resolutions which it had prepared. 
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THE MEMORIAL. 


We, the representatives of the people of Missouri, Kansas, 
Arkansus, Texas, New Mexico, and the Indian Territory, in 
convention assembled, at Kansas City, Missouri, on the 8th day 
of February, 1888, do make the following declaration, present- 
ing soberly and earnestly some of the reasons why definite 
action should be taken for the reorganization of all or a part of 
the Indian Territory: 

We realize that the time has come when achange of policy 
is imperatively demanded; we believe that further postponement 
will be at the risk of ineurring disorder and evils not within the 
reach of moderate remedies; we know that this Territory is 
becoming a hot-bed of disturbance and crime as it always has 
been a mass of ignorance and idleness, of wastefulness and vice. 

It is a large expense to the Government, a burden on the 
people of ihe entire country, a menace to the good order of the 
surrounding States, an impediment to commerce, and a disgrace 
to our civilization and nation. 

The Indians remain in the bonds of their ancient barbarism, 
while chiefs, cattlemen, and others who have married into the 
tribes, fatten on the wealth nominally belonging to the Indians 
as a class. 


The Indian is of a comparatively pure, long-sustained race, 
with strong original characteristics, and as soon as he leaves the 
temporary influence of church and school he drops back to his 
former superstitions and manner of life. While he is being 
governed by chicfs and councils he maintains his habits and 
traditions, and is being forced rapidly toward extinction. 

We maintain that the highest obligation of a government 
toward a helpless, conquered people, penned in a tract of coun- 
try, every boundary of which touches aggressive and highly 
organized civilization of a wholly antagonistic character, is to 
teach them the arts by which they alone can endure, and to 
infuse into them the spirit of self-reliance and industry, which 
underlies all civilization and all permanent prosperity. 

Not the narrow charity which, while it feeds the hungry, 
encourages dependence and indolence, but rather that broader 
and wiser policy of philanthropy which, in aiding, also encour- 
ages and develops the inherent principles in man of self- 
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maintenance, industry, and independence. Left in their present 
condition they, in the aggregate, are the prey of the advent- 
urers, the vielims of oppression, and the food of disease. Instead 
of giving this people the best of our civilization, its peaceful 
industries and higher code of morals and laws, we have given 
them everything which, separate and apurt, would have 
destroyed any people or nation in the world’s history. 

While the industrious and the intelligent, the temperate 
and the honest white man is barred from making for himself and 
family a home in this fertile domain, the lazy and the vicious, 
the criminal and the outlaw roam and plunder there in freedom 
and safety, ready and anxious to reward this gencrous partiality 
by furnishing introduction and example to the people of his 
‘de-eivilizing accomplishments. 


The harmonious development of the Southwest and the 
commerce and industries of the nution require the organization 
of this Territory. 

It is not restless adventurers and land-grabbers who ask 
for this act of philanthropy and statesmanship, but the honest 
laborers, in every avocation, those who have produced the wealth 
of the nation, and who have within 100 years extended the lines 
of its settlement and power from «a narrow helt of sea-coast 
across 2 mighty continent. Not schemers, but business men, 
the equal in honesty, intelligence, and philanthropy of any class 
of American citizens, who, while they may appear to have less 
sentiment, certainly have better opportunities for practical 
knowledge than those far removed from the Territory. 

It is not in the interest of personal gain, but to secure the 
blessings of good order and a permanent government for the 
Indians and settlers, commercial and industrial enterprises. 

Again, we would call attention to the extent of the lands 
now held by the Indian tribes, und in trust by the United States, 
in trust for certain purposes in the Indian Territory. This 
Territory contains about 41,000,000 acres. The lands west of 
the so-called Civilized Tribes, or the portion included in one or 
more hills now pending in Congress, amounts to about 2 1,000,- 
000, wl with the Neutral Strip added, 25,000,000 acres. Nearly 
all these lands are fertile and well watered, having @ popula- 
{ion-supporting cupacity equal to that of any body of land west 
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of the Missouri River, and so favorable in climate and in soil 
that we are justified in expecting it to become, within a few 
years afier it is open to settlement, one of the wealthiest of 
Territories. . 

The consuming capacity of such a country would be 
enormous. The effect upon manufactures wand trade would be 
felt in all parts of the country in the creation of a new market 


of large clemands. 


The mineral resources of this country are just beginning 
to he understood. Coal of a superior quality is found in abund- 
ance; lead has been discovered in many places, and silver is 
known to exist in the western part. 


A few railroad and other corporations and agencies, with 
no claim upon the bounty of the Government, are securing the 
benefits to acerue from these coal lands, and adventurers all 
over the Territory ave striving to obtain leases which will give 
them control of these rich mineral resources. 


The lands cultivated are almost exclusively in the hands of 
half-breeds and so-called “squaw men,” whose holdings are almost 
unlimited, and who amass large wealth of which the full-bred 
Indian receives no share. 


The Indian Territory lies in the center of Southwestern 
civilization, an obstacle to trade development and an injury to- 
every State which borders upon it. The continuity of com- 
merce is broken; the progress of business organization towards 
Mexico is blocked; Kansas is separated from Texas, and 
Arkansas from New Mexico and Colorado. 

Looking into the Territory from a citizen’s stand-point, it 
must be observed that the lawlessness which reigns there is. 
unbearable and disgraceful to all forms of government. Crim- 
inals of the most desperate and infamous character take refuge 
there, absolutely despising the futile Indian police regulations, 
and usually safe from criminal processes of the Federal courts, 
on account of the sparsely settled condition of the country, and 
of the aiders and abettors of criminals in the Territory. Scores 
of murders were committed there during the past year. Some 
authorities place the number of lives lost as high as 300. The 
killing of United States officers while in the discharge of their 
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duties, would seem to be, from the number so sacrificed, rather 
a pastime than a crime. 

The almost total absence of civil jurisdiction cripples the 
smal] trade, which might be increased, were il not that all classes 
of business are uncertain and hazardous. Even those tribes 
which are called civilized are approaching our standard of devel- 
opment slowly, if at all. Race distinctions in these tribes ot 
Indians are fast dying out. The ahsorption of the freedman, and 
the amalgamation and intermarriage with other persons of 
African descent and “squaw men,” have left but compuratively 
few individuals of the original pure Indian source. Of the three 
processes, amalgamation, annihilation, and civilization, the foriner 
two have the mastery, and are fast deciding the melancholy 


destiny of that race. 
If the Government proposes to consider only the welfare of 


the Indians, we must insist that a comprehensive plan for 
organizing the whole Territory under laws in harmony with 
those governing the balance of the country is demanded by 
every sentiment of rational philanthropy and every principle of 
common sense and justice. That this will be done is certain, if 
a full knowledge of all the facts, conditions, and circumstances 
were available before the law-making power of this nation 
The machinations, the intrigues, and the influence of interested 
leaders, beneficiaries of monopoly contracts, and “squaw men” 
have obscured the truth as to the wishes of the main body of 
Indians. These persons have control of many sources of 
profit and power, which they are determined not to surrender; 
it is they who have opposed all attempts for the correction of 
the evils of isolation and degradation; it is they who are opposed 
to every form of civilization which may protect and elevate the 
great mass of these people. 

There is a strong undercurrent of feeling among the five 
Civilized Tribes in favor of throwing themselves upon the protec- 
tion and power of the white man’slaws. This feeling does not 
find public expression because of the reign of terror which pervades 
the nation, under the intimidating and crushing power of the 
‘dominating influences heretofore mentioned. As long as the 
Government deals exclusively with the chiefs, “squaw men,” and 
other recipients of the benefits of monopoly and power, nothing 
‘can be done. That the Indians, as individuals, would be vastly 
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benefited by organizing the Territory under a systematic 
government, no one who is practically informed will deny. 
The money obtained from the sale of their surplus lands would 
make them a richer people, ger capita, than those of any State in 
the Union. Their individual land-holdings in severalty would 
be guaranteed to them, and with the privileges and responsi- 
bilities of citizenship, they would rapidly, and without social 
friction, assume the benefits of independence, industry, culture, 
and prosperity. The only losers would be the cunning privi- 
leged classes who are preying upon their simplicity, superstitions, 
and ignorance. Over and again has it been demonstrated that 
individual Indians, when brought in direct contact and kept 
within the direct influence ofwhite men, are industrious, 
temperate, and frugal. To think of preserving the present 
relations between the United States and its Indians, under the 
plea of guarding the rights of the weaker race, is an evidence 
of unthinking sentimentalism. The present relations are wholly 
wrong, and the Indian is the sufferer. 

Of the extent to which the Government has power to 
change present conditions in the Territory, it is not our province 
to speak. The power to reorganize with the consent of the 
Indians is self-evident; and we hold that it is the plain duty of 
the Government to exercise that power without delay, to the 
fullest extent, as a means to settle what may be a dangerous 
agitation to the people of the country at large, to preserve the 
Indians from the evil and destructive influences by which they 
are surrounded, and to advance the cause of good government 
and a higher civilization. If the motive of the Government were 
to secure the greatest benefit to the laboring white man of the 
country, the honest seekers of homes in this fertile and yet 
unproductive domain, the question would be of easy and rapid 


solution. 
While everywhere the American is known to be the 


gentlest and kindest of men, in the great West he prides him- 
sclf upon being a fair man and a practical one. He knows that 
the fertile public lands are about exhausted. The pioncer settler, 
who has overcome every obstacle and laid the foundation of 
every State in the Union, is still looking for a home for himself 
and family upon the public lands. He approaches the borders 
of this vast, rich, and unproductive Territory, from which, if he 
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be au honest man, with a dependent family, he is excluded.. 
He looks across the dividing line and sees millions of acres of 
the most productive soil on the continent untouched by the 
plow; he sees tracts of thousands of untilled acres controlled 
by a “squaw man;” he learns that vast tracts are farmed out b 
chicfs to cattle growers; he would not, if he could, leave h 
family and enter this Territory as a “squaw man”—-he would 
‘not surrender his strong Anglo-Saxon pride of race to enter 
anywhere, for land or gold; he learns that the Government has 
bought at least a portion of this land for purposes to which it 
has never been and uever can be applied: there is where he 
will pre-empt, there is where he will make a home. He is 
driven from his little cabin and expelled from the Territory by 
Federal power. Knowing all these facts and all the conditions 
and influences which surround and control that Territory, in the 
fulluess of his indignation he exclaims that it is not fair—and 
all over the Southwest it re-echoes, “It ig not fair.” 

Our duty demands that we should follow this subject a little 
further, so that whatever mistakes the future may develop, they 





may not be laid at our door. The sense of unjust treatment in 
regard to this important question is growing rapidly in the five 
States adjoining the Territory. The pressure of the population 
for these rich lands is becoming stronger every year, and the 
difficulty of holding it back will shortly test the wisdom of a 
policy in which we can see only disaster. All along the borders 
the people know this subject practically in its every phase. The 
border counties of the adjacent States have been filled with a 
restless and energetic population, and they are liable at any time 
to be filled again, with a greater number, which it will be difli- 
cull to control. What was troublesome to repress before, will 
be almost impossihle to handle in two more years, and we will 
find then that in order to suppress we must remove the cause. 

It is difficult to exactly determine the number of Indians west 
of the five Civilized Tribes. From the most careful data we have 
been able to obtain, they do not exceed 10,000, and are scattered 
over about 21,000,000 acres of land. These Indians could be 
merged into the general body of settlement, with lands in 
severalty, surrounded by the proper safegu:rds, which would 
not only be wise and judicious, but eminently beneficial to 
them; or they could be induced to settle on other tracts of land, 
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or given reservations sufficient for their use within the present 
lines, since they do not in any case derive sustenance from. 
the soil. 

The proceeds from the sale of the other lands would create 
a fund far beyond the means of supporting them in affluence. 
The Government would not be called upon for expenditure, nor 
would the Indians be in danger of losing a single valuable 
possession. 

The plans heretofore under consideration for the opening 
of the Indian Territory may be classed under two divisions: 
One is to organize the whole Territory, including the five 
Civilized Tribes, under a territorial government, using the 
authority of the general Government, justified hy the paramount. 
necessity of correcting lawlessness and checking wide-spread. 
and increasing crime, and preventing the subjugation of the 
Indian masses to the selfish rule of intrenched power, exer- 
cised by individuals and corperations. Since it is a well-known: 
fact that the great body of Indians in the Civilized Tribes have: 
little influence in the council proceedings, derive little benefit 
from the wealth belonging to the tribes, and do not even enjoy 
the security of the laws of protection, the comprehensive, com- 
pulsory nature of this plan does not seem to violate the principles. 
of just government. The other policy is to leave the five 
‘nations to their own course, and to organize the western portiom 
of the Territory, dealing with every question of vested right by 
negotiation, and by treaty and law protecting every interest of 
the Indians. 

We will not presume to recommend in detail any plan of 
action. We.have endeavored to present dispassionately the real. 
circumstances and faets surrounding a question of the deepest 
and most direct significance to the States of the Southwest. 

The one thing of supreme importance is the immediate 
opening of this Territory tothe industries and commerce of the 
nation. Trivial and unimportant excuses should no longer 
delay this necessary result. Interested and powerful individuals, 
corporations, and combinations should no longer be permitted to 
stand in the way of the best interests of the great mass of the 
people. In view of all the facts and legal precedents and: 
decisions, there should be no hesitation in reaching at once a 


conclusion. 
—_— 
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In dealing with the tribes and with the individual it does 
not appear that achange of policy will be required. The Govern- 
ment has always dealt with this class with the most unqualified 
paternalism. From this we must conclude that a paternalism 
which leaves’ polygamy, ignorance, laziness, and crime to fester 
in contact with populous commonwealths, may well proceed 
farther without exhausting its right of interference. This request 
for a Territorial organization is also a request for fair dealing with 
the Indians, maintaining a jealous guard for their rights and 
interests; for fair dealing with the white settlements of the South- 
west; for the advancement of political liberty and material civiliza- 
tion. As it stands to-day, this Territory is an absurdity ina 
republican form of government, an evil to all classes interested, 
and a menace to the peace and good order of the surrounding 
States. 


RESOLUTIONS. 

Resolved, By the Convention of the citizens of Missouri, 
Kansas, Arkansas, Colorado, and Texas, and the Territories of 
New Mexico and Indian Territory assembled al Kansas City, 
Mo,, on February 8, 1888: That the time has fully come when 
the social, agricultural and commercial interests of the whole 
Southwest, the moral, educational, financial, and political interests 
of the Indians themselves, and those of the country at large, 
demand the speedy opening of the Indian Territory to settle- 
ment under the laws of the United States applicable to other 
Territories. 


Resolved, That for all lands taken for this purpose the 
present owners should he fully and justly compensated, but that 
it is contrary to the public good to allow them to retard and 
obstruct the advance of civilization or maintain the present 
lawless condition of affairs in the Indian Territory, by arbitrarily 
refusing to part with lands that they do not need and are not 
using, and that would otherwise become a soutce of happiness 
and wealth to our industrious, law-abiding, and progressive 
people, and of strength to the Government. 


Resolved, Wf it be deemed inadvisable or impracticable at 
this time to include the five Civilized Tribes within a general plan 
of reorganization, that the solidification of all reserved lands 
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west of the five nations, together with No Man’s Land, under 
regular Territorial government, is an act of plain political and 
social necessity, to which we demand the present Congress should 
at once address itself. 

Resolved, That any law passed defining and establishing 
a Territory of or from the Indian Territory, should provide to 
the fullest extent for the wants of American home-seekers, hold- 
ing in eheck the tendency to absorb large bodies of land under 
single ownership. 

Resolved, That we look with suspicion and alarm upon any 
system which permits persons and corporations to negotiate with 
and obtain from either tribes or individuals contracts for lands, 
coal, or other minerals, and that we call upon the departments 
of the general Government for a vigilant enforcement of every 
regulation and law for the protection of this domain from 
monopolies, and to keep intact all of its resources, which should 
be available to the settler whenever it is opened hy law for his 
occupancy. 

Resolved, That the chairman of the convention appoint a 
delegation of eightcen persons to present this memorial to 
Congress, and to urge upon that body the action herein 
contemplated. 


Resolved, That the joint committce of the Kansas City 
Board of Trade and Commercial Club be continued as the 
executive committee of this convention. 


At the close of the reading of the resolutions there was 
much applause by the convention, and Colonel George W. 
Warder at once moved their adoption. The motion prevailed 
by a unanimous vote. 

The chair then appointed the following committee: Judge 
J. N. Galloway, Fort Scott; Dr. Morrison Munford, of Kansas 
City; M. W. Reynolds, Geuda Springs; T. S. Case, Kansas 
City; John W. Eartic, Indian Territory; George Leis, Law- 
rence; T. A. Osborne, Topeka; Major E. S. W. Drought, Kansas 
City, Kas.; CH. Kimball, Parsons, Kas. ; Joseph King, Indian 
Territory; Waller Young, St. Joseph; E. N, Dingley, Leaven- 
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worth, Kas.; A. A. Newman, Arkansas City; P. P. Greene, 
Denton, Tex.; W.H. Miller, Kansas City; II. J. Rodman, Little 
Roek, Ark. 

Colonel T. 8. Cause then asked that his name be taken from 
the committee, and that of Colonel R. T. Van [orn substituted, 
stating that he would not be able to go to Washington. The 
change was made as requested. John R. Furlong, of Purcell, 
L. T., then moved that the name of Captain W. L. Couch be 
added to the committee, and the motion prevailed. On motion, 
Colonel Samuel Crocker was also added to the committee. 

Captain Couch then offered the following resolution, 
which was adopted: 

Resolved, That this convention tender its vote of thanks to 
the various journals of Kansas City for courtesy shown the 
members of the convention, and that we also tender a vote of 
thanks to the courtcous and gentlemanly reporters of the said 
journals. 

Colonel George W. Warder moved that the Washington 
Committee be permitted to fill vacancies on the committec, 
which was carried. 

Mr. John W. Breidenthal moved that the Executive Com- 
mittee take steps to prepare a pctition for general circulation to 


be presented to Congress. Ilis motion was carried. 


The convention then adjourned size die 


APPENDIX. 





Although no part of the proceedings of the convention, 
the Executive Committee deem the following letiers so appro- 
priate to the subject considered by it, and so expressive of the 
general sentimeut prevailing in all parts of the country, that 
they have decided to publish them here. They are the responses 
of many of the most prominent men of the United Stites, in 
and out of Congress, to cireular letters sent last spring by the 
Board of Trade of Caldwell, Kansas. 


United States Senate, 
Washington, April 20, 1887. 
J. W. Ross, President, Caldwell, Kas. 

Dear Sir:—I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of 
your favor of the goth ult., and in response to the inquiries 
therein made will say that I have always favored ihe opening 
of such Indian lands to settlement as were not needed for 
actual use by the Indians themselves, provided, always, that the 
consent of the Indians wus first obtained in a proper manner. 
This is the spirit of the Indian seyeralty bill which became a 
law at the recent session of Congress, and for which I voted. 
It has always been the policy of the Government to open up 
new areas to the hardy and adventurous pioneer as fast as prac- 
ticable, a policy with which I have heretofore been in accord 
and which I still favor. As to what Congress may do in the 
case you mention, I could not express any opinion, although I 
have no reason to doubt that it would substantially be in accord 
with what I have hereinbefore expressed. Of course, however, 
in order to obtaiu the consent of the Indians, some negotiations 
must be had with them, and I call your attention to the fact 
that Congress some two years ago authorized the President to 
negotiate with the Indians for the cession of their right to the 
very lands to which you refer. I have no doubt that if the 
President had negotiated with the Indians promptly, a law 
would already have heen passed by Congress to open the Jands 
to settlement, and my belief is now that whenever he shall 
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report that he has obtained an agreement from the Indians 
whereby the title can be acquired by the Government and the 
lands opened to settlement, Congress will act very promptly. 

I write without any special knowledge of the condition of 
affairs existing in the locality you mention, basing what I have 
said solely upon that rule which has heretofore been observed 
by Congress, and in which I have been myself participating 
and consceuting. Respectfully yours, 

Joun SuerMan. 

Aurora, Ind., April 26, 1887. 
J. W. Ross, President, Caldwell, Kas. 
My Dear Sir :—I think Congress will authorize the Pres- 
ident, during the next session, to create a commission to treat 
with the Indian tribes in the Indian Territory who are inter- 
ested in the unoccupied lands in that Territory for the surren- 
der of the seme to the United States for the settlement of 
American citizens. The President earnestly urged Congress 
during the last term, both in the first as well as second session, 
to grant him that authority, but he wished the authority of the 
commission to extend to all the-Indian reservations, as well as 
the Indian Territory. The last Congress was not inclined to 
grant the President this power. The conflict between this plan 
of the President (recommended by Secretary Lamar) and the 
proposition to organize a territorial government (conditionally } 
over the Indian Territory, I think, was the cause of the defeat 
of both meusures. 

I do not believe tbat Congress will authorize the settlement 
of the uneceupied lands in the Indian Territory, until, through 
negotiitions with the tribes interested, the Indian title is 
relinquished, und FE am satislied that the commission, as sug- 
gested by the President and Secretary of the Interior, is the 
only practicable mode of reaching those lands and opening them 
for settlement. Yours respectfully, 

Wiruiam S. Hoiman, 
York, Pa., April 20, 1887. 
To J. W. Ross, Esq. 

Sir :—Your favor of the 12th inst. reached me yesterday. 
To you first interrogatory I answer, yes, if it can be done with- 
out infringing upon the rights of the Indian tribes, and without 
a violation of treaty stipulations. 
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To your second interrogatory I answer, in my opinion 
measures will be introduced, but I confess my inubility to fore- 
cast the action that will be taken. 

Respectfully yours, 
Levi Marsir. 
Williamsburg, Ky., April 25, 1887. 
J. P. Love, Secretary Board of Trade, Caldwell, Kas. 

Sir-—I do not now favor the opening for settlement by 
American citizens of that part of the Indian Territory now 
unoccupied by Indian nations or tribes. 

I cannot express an opinion as to what Congress will do in 
the premises further than to say that in my opinion Congress can- 
not honorably force the settlement of the Territory referred to 
without further treaty with certain tribes of Indians occupying 
the adjacent country. Very respectfully, 

H. F. Finuey. 
Nahant, Mass., April 19, 1887. 
J. W. Ross, Esq., Caldwell, Kas. 

My Dear Sir :—I have just received your circular letter 
dated April 12th, asking my opinion us to opening the unoccu- 
pied Jands of the Indian Territory. The question is one to 
which I have given no consideration, and I therefore do not feel 
competent at this time to express an opinion on the subject, nor 
do I think it would, under these circumstances, be right for me 
to do so. Very truly yours, 

H. C. Lopex. 


Pittsburg, April 19, 1887. 
J. W. Ross, Esq. : 
Dear Sir:—I know of no reason why Indian Territory 
not occupied by Indians should not be opened for settlement. 
As to what Congress will do at the coming session,1 know 
not.{— Nohody «does.? Respectfully, 


Trlomas M. Bayne. 


United States Senute, 
Washington, April 18, 1887. 
J. W. Ross, Esq." 
My Dear Sir:—Your favor received. | alw ays have 
been and am now in favor of opening up to actual homestead 
settlers that part of the Indian Territory not occupied bw Indian 
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tribes. No finite wisdom. can tell what the next Congress will 
do. Yours sincerely, 
P.M. Cocxrect. 


Boston, April 21, 1887. 
Mr. J. W. Ross, President Board of Trade, Caldwell, Kas. 

Sir:—I am in receipt of a letter from you with two ques- 
tions: “Do you favor the opening for settlement by American 
cilizens of that part of the Indian Territory now unoccupied by 
Indian nations or tribes?” 

In reply to the above, I will say that I am in favor of main- 
taining the letter and spirit of all honest treaties and agreements 
made by the United States with the Indian tribes. If uly 
action is proposed contrary to existing stipulations, I trust I 
shall he on the side of justice and honor. If there are “ unoc- 
cupicd” lands in the Territory, in the sense of lands unappro- 
priated for the tse of the Indians, I shall patiently listen to 
evidence and argument in respect to their use. 

Your second question: “In your opinion, will Congress, 
at its next session, take action looking to the opening of these 
unoceupied lands?” 

I may say that there has not been an hour since the war 
that white men have not been trying to get possession of the 
Jand in the Indian Territory, and I have no reason to suppose 
they will suspend operations during the next session. 

Very respectfully vours, 
Joun E. Russe vu. 


Galesburg, Ill., May 24, 1887. 

J. W. Ross, Esq., President of Béard of Trade, Caldwell, Kas. 

Dear Sir :--Referring to your inquiry of April ta, I 
have to say that as a citizen I have taken a warm interest in the 
question about which yon write, when American citizens were 
being charged with treason for scitling on unoccupied land in 
America. If it was Indian land, they could undoubtedly have 
been tried for trespass on Indian land. To fail to so indict 
them seems like an official admission that it was not Indian 
land; to charge them with treason, which is declined in the 
Constitution, was a farce. 

It would require fuller investigation than I have yet been 
able to give to enable me to answer the first question in the 
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form in which it is asked, and us for the second question, I 
would not like to hazard an opinion as to what Congress may 
do at its next session. Legislation on the Indian question has 
been one of the most extraordinary chapters in American 
history, but whether the present Congress will be able to 
originate a better policy, I am unable to say. 
Very truly yours, 
P. J. Post. 
United States Senate, 
Washington, April 18, 1887. 
Hon. J. W. Ross, President. 

Dear Sir :—Replying to your favor of the 12th, I have to 
say that my idea of the proper course to be taken with all 
Indian country is pretty well set owt in what is called the 
« Severalty act.” 

I favored the eighth section of that act because I though! 
more careful consideration should be given to the relations 
existing between the Government and these tribes. 

If the Government can, in honor to itself and justice to the 
Indians, inaugurate for these tribes a policy similar to that, I 
think I shall favor such action. 

No one can guess what Congress will do m any Indian 
matter. Not being directly represented, their affairs are likely 
to be pushed aside. Very respectfully, 

JAmes K. Jones. 
Quincy, IIl., April 16, 1887. 
J. W. Ross, Esq., President, J. P. Love, Esq., Secretary, 

Board of Trade, Caldwell, Kas. 

Gentlemen :-—Your letter of the 12th received. I have no 
fixed idea of the matter. Not being well advised upon the 
-question of opening the Indian lands for settlement, I am 
liable to change my views upon a full consideration of the ques- 
tion. Jam im favor of opening up every foot of unoccupied 
land to actual settlers, if it can be done consistently with our 
treaties and contracts and in harmony with the rights of all 


concerned. 
I haven’t the remotest idea of what the fiftieth Congress 


will do in the matter. A Daniel cannot foretell that. 
Yours, cte., 
Georct A. ANDERSON. 
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Streator, Ill, April 16, 1887. 
Board of Trade, Caldwell, Kas. 

Gents ‘Replying to your circular of 12th inst. On con- 
dition that the consent of the Indian natives or tribes now occu- 
pying the territory in question under treaties with the United 
States Government can be secured in a just manner, I should be 
decidedly in favor of assigning to them lands in severalty, and 
of opening the remaining lands for settlement hy American. 
citizens. I amof opinion that in no other way will Congress 
undertake to open for settlement that territory. 

Yours truly, 
Raupu Plums. 


Princeton, Ill., May 3, 1887. 
J. P. Love, Esq., Secretary Board of Trade, Caldwell, Kas. 

Dear Sir :-—The letter of J. W. Ross, Esq., President, and 
yourself, as Secretary of the Board of Trade of Caldwell, Kas., 
propounding to me certain questions, was received by me just 
as I had returned home from Washington, after an absence of 
some months, and it has not been convenient for me to reply 
until now. 

In answer to the first question, “Do you favor the opening 
for settlement by American citizens of that part of the Indian 
Territory now unoccupied by Indian nations or tribes?” I reply 
that I do, so far as it can be clone without violating treaty obli- 
gations and good faith with the Indians. In answer to the 
question, “In your opinion, will Congress, at its next session, take 
action looking to the opening of the unoccupied lands?” I will 
say that I cannot venture an opinion on 2 subject of so much 
uncertainty as to what the next Congress will or will not do. 

I am very respectfully yours, etc., 
Tiomas J. HENDERSON. 


Atchison, Kas., April 15, 1887. 
The Honorable J. W. Ross, President, etc., etc., Caldwell, Kas. 
Dear Sir :—I am in favor of the settlement by American 
citizens of all public domain that is not reserved for other pur- 
poses by treaty or by statute, and I have no doubt that Con- 

gress will sooner or later make provision for such occupation. 

Very respectfully, 
Joun J. InGauus. 
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Grundy Center, Ia., April 18, 1887. 
To Secretary of Board of Trade, Caldwell, Kas. 

Dear Sir :—Y our letter is received. I hold all my views 
subject to change, but as I feel now, I will say that I think the 
Government ought to allow no more Indians or whites, as a 
general rule, to acquire more land than he can farm without 
help, say 160 acres, and that the Indians should be treated in the 
same way, and that, as a partial compensation, they should be 
aided with enough money to improve and stock their farms,. 
and a fund for this purpose could he raised from the lands that 
they did not locate on. Very truly yours, 

DANIEL KERR. 


Council Bluffs, Ia., April 16, haa 
Secretary Board of Trade, Caldwell, Kas. 

S47 :—Yours of 12th inst. at hand, and in response to your 
questions would say: 

First—I am in favor of opening for settlement by Ameri- 
can citizens of that part of the Indian Territory now unoccu- 
pied by Indian nations or tribes, under proper regulations and 
restrictions. 

Second—I deem it absolutely impossible to foresee what 
Congress will do in relation thereto at its next session. 

Yours truly, 
J. Lyman. 
Denver, Col., April 16, 1887. 
J. W. Ross, President, Caldwell, Kas. 

Dear Sir ;—I have received your circular letter of the 12th. 
inst. I am in favor of opening up for settlement by American 
citizens that part of the Indian Territory unocevpied by the 
Indian nations or tribes. I urged this at the last session of 
Congress, as a member of the Committee on Territories. I 
have no positive opinion as to what the next Congress may do. 
Still, I have hopes that the “Oklahoma Territory” may he 
organized and:the land opened to settlement. 

Very respectfully, 
G. G. Symes. 
Burlington, Ia. 
J. W. Ross, Secretary Board of Trade, Caldwell, Kas. 
Siy:—In reply to the inquiry of the Board of Trade of 
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your city, as to whether I am in favor of “the opening for set- 
tlement by American citizens of that part of the Indian Terri- 
tory now unoccupied by Indian natives or tribes,” I am in favor 
of acquiring and opening up for settlement all such lands at the 
earliest date possible. 

As to your inquiry regarding the action. of Congress at its, 
next session, I am not able to answer. 

Yours truly, 
Joun H. Gear. 


United States Senate, 
Washington, April 19, 1887. 

J. W. Ross, President, Caldwell, Kas. 

Ser :—I am duly in receipt of your favor of the 25th ult., 
im which you propound certain inquiries to me touching the 
opening of the Indian Territory to settlement. There is noth- 
ing I can say upon this point which will add to what is already 
publicly known concerning my position upon this question. I 
have for years advocated the opening of unoccupied lands in the 
Indian Territory to actual setUement, and know of no reason 
why I should not continue to do go; in fact, the reasons for 
such action multiply with time. As to what Congress will do 
at the next session, my opinion about that is of little value. The 
House of Representative selected last fall is yet to assemble, and 
nothing can be foretold as to what they may think or do upon 
this important question. It seems to have been overlooked, 
however, that Congress has already acted on this question. 
The Congress whose term expired at the inauguration of Mr. 
Cleveland passed an act authorizing the President of the United 
States to negotiate with the Indians of the Indian Territory for 
the cession to the Government of their rights in these very 
lands which you mention, for the purpose of having them 
opened to homestead settlement. The Attorney-General, the 
courts, and the President himself, have decided that the Indians 
have an interest in the lands which they cannot be dispossessed 
of without their consent. That consent, of course, can only be 
obtained by negotiation. Negotiation must, therefore, precede 
settlement. I have no doubt whatever that if the President 
were to negotiale with the Indians for the cession of their 
rights, Congress would ratify it and open the lands forthwith. 
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The doubt as to what Congress will do arises from the fact 
that the President has not acted. Congress cannot negotiate 
itself directly; it must do this through agents, and the executive 
authority is the agency provided by the Constitutions and the 
laws for such purposes. If the President had negotiated as he 
was directed to do, and as he personally said he would do, my 
belief is that the land would have been opened to settlement by 
this time. A proposition was pending in the House of Repre- 
sentatives, at the time of its adjournment, to again authorize the 
President to negotiate, and to provide that when he had 
negotiated the land should be opened to settlement without 
further action by Congress. Congress has never heretofore 
taken such action, but has required the negotiation first, and 
then itself passed upon the terms and settled all matters in 
regard to its occupancy and entry of the lands. If the Presi- 
dent should, during the vacation, as he ought to do, make the 
negotiations which the law requires of him, it will be safe to 
say that before the adjournment of the next session of Congress 
the lands will be opened to settlement. If he should not do 
this, then, as I have before said, some doubt might exist us to 
what Congress should do, and at all events, even if Congress 
should act at the next session, as I have before stated, the 
negotiation would have to be had with the Indians before 
settlement could legally be made upen the lands in question. 
Respectfully yours, 
P. B, Pun. 


Banking House of Morrill & Janes, 
Hiawatha, Kas., April 16, 1887. 

To J. P. Love, Secretary of Board of Trade, Caldwell, Kas. 
Dear Sir :—In answer to your letter of April 12th, asking 
me if I favor the opening of that part of the Indian Territory 
now unoccupied by Indian tribes for settlement by American 
citizens, I will say that I am heartily in favor of legislation 
that will give to the homeless and landless citizens of our coun- 
try an opportunity to obtain for themselves and their children 
homes on the lands now under the contro] of Government, and 
which ire unimproved. Prompt and efficient action should be 
taken to obtain an honorable extinction of Indian titles to all 
lands which. they do not need for actual occupation, and the 
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lands thus obtained should be opened for settlement under our 
homestead laws. In my opinion, Congress will be forced to 
take early action in this matter. 
Iam, very respectfully, yours, etc., 
E. N. Morritt, 


Kalamazoo, April 16, 1887. 
J. W. Ross, Esq., President. 

My Dear Str:—In reply to your favor of March 26th, 
received to-day, would say that I am not prepared to reply to 
your questions, not having had my attention called to the 
matter involved, If the Territory is no longer needed for the 
use of the Indians, I see no reason why it should not be opened 
to settlement. I should favor its heing sold in small parcels for 
actual settlement. As to the probable action of the next Con- 
gress upon this question, I am not advised, but see no good 
reason to the contrary. I should decidedly favor a restriction— 
‘in its sale— to our own people, and the taking of every precau- 
‘tion against its falling into the hands of any large forcign cor- 
poration. With great respect, yours truly, 

Frank B. Srockerines. 


United States Senate, 
Washington, D. C., May 6, 1887, 
J. W. Ross, Esq., President Board of Trade, Caldwell, Kas. 

My Dear Sir:—1 am just in receipt of your letter, as 
President of the Board of Trade of Caldwell, Kas., dated 
March 26th, and which has been in the post-ollice at Kansas 
City until a few days since. In reply to the questions pro- 
pounded in your letter, I have the honor to state that I favor 
most emphatically the opening to settlement by American 
citizens of that part of the Indian Territory now unoccupied by 
the Indian tribes. I believe that these lands should he pur- 
chased, or whatever right the Indians may have in them, by the 
‘Government of ‘the United States, and the lands then opened 
for actual settlement by settlers. 

In reply to your next question, I am not able to state 
whether Congress will take action upon this subject at its next 
session or not. I offered, in the last Congress, a resolution in 
the Senate, which passed both houses, authorizing the Presi- 
‘dent to appoint commissioners, whose duty it should be to 
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negotiate with the Indians claiming an interest in these lands 
for the purchase of their rights, whatever they might be, but I 
am sorry to say that no commission has been appointed, and the 
matter remains in the same status as before action was had. 
Very truly, etc., 
G. G. Vest. 
St. Joseph, Mo., April 15, 1887. 
Messrs. J. W. Ross, President, and J. P. Love, Secretary, 

Caldwell, Kas. 

Gentlemen :—I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt 
of your favor of the 12th inst., asking me if “I favor the open- 
ing for settlement by American citizens of that part of the 
Indian Territory now unoccupied by Indian nations and tribes;” 
also, if, in my opinion, “Congress, at its next session, will take 
action looking to the opening of these unoccupied lands.” 

In reply, I beg to say that I am heartily in favor of placing 
every acre of the public lands in possession of doza fide settlers 
under the homestead law, and all such land in the Indian Terri- 
tory or elsewhere should be surveyed at once and opened up to 
settlement. 

With regard to your second question, I would say every- 
thing depends upon the personnel of the Committee on Terri- 
tories. That committee in the last Congress was very 
unfortunately constituted. A similar committee will probably 
produce similar results. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
James N. Burnes, 
House of Representatives, 
Washington, April 20, 1387. 
Hon. J. W. Ross, President Board of Trade, Caldwell, Kas. 

My Dear Sir :—I am in receipt of your favor of the 12th 
inst., asking my views upon the question of opening up for 
settlement by American citizens all that part of the Indian 
Territory now unoccupied by Indian tribes; and replying 
thereto, I would say that it is my opinion that this Government 
should hold the public domain for actual settlement by Ameri- 
can citizens, keeping in view at all times its obligations through 
treatics with the different tribes of Indians. 

There are vast bodies of land now supposed to be occupied 
by Indian tribes which should, by act of Congress, be thrown 
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open to actual settlement. I have no knowledge as to what 
the fiftieth Congress will be disposed to do in the matter. 
Yours truly, 
Joun A. McSitane. 
Palestine, Tex., April ao, 1887. 
J. W. Rass, Esq., President Board of Trade, Caldwell, Kas. 
Deer Sir :—In answer to your letter of March 26th, which 
only reached mea day or two ago, I hive to say that I am in 
favor of opening for settlement by American citizens that part 
of the Indian Territory now unoceupied by the Indian tribes, as 
soon as it can be done consistently with whatever rights the 
Indians may have. An effort was made to do this during the 
forty-ninth Congress, and will no doubt be renewed in the 
fiftieth Congress. Very respectfully, 
Joun H. REAGAN. 


St. Louis, April 16, 1857. 
J. W. Ross, Esq. 

Dear Sir:—I am in favor of opening up to actual settlers 
the unocenpied land in the Indian Territory, and favor Con- 
gressional action as soon as possible. 

Yours iruly, 
Joun J. O’NErLu. 
House of Representatives, 
Topeka, Kas., April 21, 1887. 
J. W. Ross, President Board of Trade, Caldwell, Kas. 

Dear Str :—Your circular letter received. To the first 
question, I answer emphatically, yes. My course in Congress 
for the last three years is one of persistent effort to accomplish 
that result, and if the President had not refused to execute the 
law of the 3d of March, 1885, of which I have the honor of 
being the author, I have no doubt Oklahoma and the Cherokce 
outlet would now be lawfully occupied by American citizens as 
homes for themselves. The bill I introduced to open “No- 
Man’s-Land” to settlement under the homestead laws, extend 
the laws of the United States over it, and attach it to Kansas 
for judicial and land entry purposes, passed the House, on motion 
of Judge Peters, and the Senate, on motion of Senator Plumb, 
without opposition; and yet the President refused to sign it, 
thereby closing that door, also, against the homeless, and leav- 
ing persons and property there wholly without the protection 
of law. To the second question, I answer that, in my judg- 
ment, Congress, at its next session, will take some steps toward 
opening the unoccupied lands of the Indian Territory to settlc- 
ment, if not embarrassed by the administration. The “if,” 
however, is a big one. Very respectfully, 

72 ' Tuomas Ryan. 
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